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IT S QUARTER OF A BILLION 

 
OFFICIAL  
A massive £1/4 billion of European regional aid will benefit 
the East of England over the next seven years, after 
Richard was involved in intense negotiations and lobbying 
in the European Parliament.  
Welcoming October s final announcement, Richard said: It 
puts egg on the face of the anti-European doom-mongers 
who said EU cash to our region would dry up this year, and 
who did nothing to support our region s case. As well as 
continuing to combat poverty and inequality where it still 
exists in our region, I hope this huge sum will help our 
industry and our communities make a decisive step towards 
combating climate change.  
As the only  Labour Euro MP among the seven representing 
our region, Richard was the only  one of the MEPs who 
tabled parliamentary amendments supporting the East of 
England case.   

BOOST FOR LUTON AND THURROCK  
In a separate decision last month, Richard welcomed the re-
inclusion of both Luton  and South Bedfordshire  as EU-
approved assisted areas also until 2013. Last minute 
lobbying enabled us to maintain Luton s status worth £14 
million in the last seven years, after a one fifth overall cut 
had initially left us off the map of eligible areas , said 
Richard. 
Meanwhile, further lobbying saw Richard join with local 
Labour MPs and councillors to win back Thurrock s 
eligibility to take part in EU-funded cross-channel 
cooperation projects. The whole of the English coast from 
The Wash to Land s End had been included, and now 
Thurrock will be able to take its rightful place in taking a 
share of some £50 million of European monies,

 

he said. 

SCRUTINY AND SELECTION 
Several of our key seats including Peterborough, Welwyn 
Hatfield, and St. Albans are now selecting their candidates 
for the next general election. As the region's Labour MEP 
Richard will be working with our PPCs from the moment 
they are selected, and started by congratulating Daniel 
Zeichner as he won the Cambridge CLP vote. Richard will 
also be on hand to meet the new PPC at the hustings in 
Hemel Hempstead.  
Richard himself answered questions at a meeting of the 
Norfolk County Council Scrutiny Committee to discuss his 
work in the European Parliament, and on the same day in 
Norwich  took part in a media lunch to field questions from 
local journalists on his work in Parliament. 

PARTY CONFERENCE SUCCESS                        

The successful Labour Conference knocked the spots off 
David Cameron s Tories according to Richard. Speaking to 
Conference from the platform as Labour s European Foreign 
Affairs spokesperson (see picture), Richard described his 
experiences as an election monitor in Afghanistan: 

"Sixty-eight women Members of Parliament elected, women 
prevented from work or education under the Taliban, even 
from leaving their home and you understand the power of 
democracy to transform societies in which it operates."  
A good evening was had by over 150 local delegates, MPs 
and trade union members as they joined Richard at his East 
of England Reception in Manchester during the Conference. 
Guest speaker Geoff Hoon MP was joined on the podium by 
Deputy Prime Minister John Prescott MP. As well as hosting 
the Reception, Richard had a jam-packed schedule as he 
spoke alongside people such as Tony Benn, Ian McCartney 
MP, Stephen Twigg and EU Commissioner Peter Mandleson 
at ten fringe meetings with groups including the Foreign 
Policy Centre, War on Want, the Disability Rights 
Commission, Scope, CWU, Justice for Colombia, and 
Amicus. Richard met with former US President Bill Clinton 
(below) following his speech at conference. 

INVITATION TO JOIN PHONE-IN FOR CURRENT AND 
POTENTIAL EUROPEAN LIAISON OFFICERS

 

Are you a European Liaison Officer? Would you like to be a 
liaison officer for your CLP? Join Richard for free on his next 

telephone conference on Wednesday 15th November at 
6.30pm. Register in advance by calling Mary in Richard s 

office on:  01223 240 202.  


