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Human Rights and UKIP wrongs! 
The annual Human Rights report of the European 
Parliament was written and steered through Parliament by 
Richard Howitt MEP to acclaim from all sides of the house 
winning a massive vote of 522 MEPs in favour with only 32 
against. The groundbreaking report highlighted EU 
weaknesses as well as pressing for an end to specific cases 
of torture, rape and abuse across the globe. 
In a typical show of their right wing stupidity, UKIP joined 
with the European far right including Jean Marie Le Pen and 
Alessandra Mussolini amongst the very few to oppose. 
Speaking after the successful vote Richard Howitt MEP 
said The protection of human rights is a vital concern of 
humanity which should transcend the political divide.  UKIP 
should hang their heads in shame and explain their vote 
personally to the victims of human rights abuses.

 

In another success, after many years as a campaigner for 
accountability of multinational companies, Richard has also 
been selected to guide a new law on Corporate Social 
Responsibility through Parliament, which will shape 
European policy for years to come.  

Wine-ing about European Regulation 
There were no sour grapes but fair gripes as Richard visited 
local wine growers in Saffron Walden and in Broxbourne 
to campaign against EU moves to force small producers to 
add unnecessary information on wine ageing methods to 
their labels, costing them time, money and affecting their 
sales. I hope the EU will lose their bottle on this absurd 
regulation. We will run a corker of a campaign and I am 
sure that it will be a sparkling success in helping our local 
wine industry!  said Richard.  (See photo below) 

Hilary Benn in Norwich 
Richard teamed up with the Secretary for International 
Development Hillary Benn MP and the Regional Office to talk 
to students passionate about Fairtrade in the Hewett School in 
Norwich before attending a Let s Talk event in the city and 
blitzing for a local by-election. (See picture below) 

To report on his work to Labour members across the region, 
Richard addressed the Essex County Party in Witham, the 
Hertfordshire County Party in Hatfield and the 
Cambridgeshire County Party meeting in Huntingdon , as 
well as attending the Eastern Regional Board in Cambridge . 
Richard has also been delighted to attend CLP annual dinners 
in Castle Point  and in Basildon .   
Tories in Open Revolt Against Cameron 
As reported in the East Anglian Daily Times, David Cameron s 
promise to pull the Conservatives out of the European 
People s Party (EPP) will come to a head by September. Eight 
Tory MEPs including one in our own region have pledged to 
resign from the EPP if Cameron has not already done it by 
then.  Six of his MEPs including another from our region have 
pledged that they will not leave the EPP.  A Tory MEP from 
our region stated If I am ordered to leave the EPP, I will 
refuse. I have made it plain to David Cameron that that is my 
position and I am sticking to it.

 

Migrant: An opportunity not a threat. 
Richard was the keynote speaker at a high level meeting 
organised by the TUC and the East of England Development 
Agency on rights for migrant workers. Research figures point 
out that migrant workers contribute a minimum of £360m a 
year to the East of England alone.   

EUROPEAN POLICY FORUM 
The next of the hugely successful European Policy Forums will take place in Bedford  on the 7th October 2006 focusing on 

the EU and our Environment.  Guest speaker will be Nigel Haigh OBE from the European Environmental Bureau.  
Free buffet lunch is included. 

For agenda and directions please register to David Jermy on david_jermy@new.labour.org.uk, call 01473 228702 or just turn 
up! 

COME TO BRUSSELS TO SEE THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT IN ACTION

 

With the last places going fast for September s Strasbourg trip, register your interest for Richard s Christmas 
Brussels Parliament trip which will take place from 28th to the 30th November 2006 by emailing 

richard.howitt@geo2.poptel.org.uk, or calling Richard s office on 01223 240202. 


