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TORIES IN TURMOIL... 
 

One of the three Tory MEPs for the East has publicly 
split from David Cameron’s decision to leave the 
European Conservatives and warned against the Tory 
Leader becoming Britain’s Prime Minister. 
 

“I cannot watch my country head for the rocks, 
which it will do if Cameron becomes Prime 
Minister and has no allies in the major 
governments of the European Union,” Tory MEP 
Beazley told the East Anglian Daily Times.1 
 

In the same article, the Tory MEP claimed debate 
in the Tory Party is “smothered by anti-European 
hysteria” and is reported as accusing David 
Cameron of “walking away” from the party’s 
commitment to Europe. Later Beazley told the 
Today Programme that Cameron’s decision will 
cost the Tories influence in Europe.2 
 

Richard said: “It exposes the deep divisions on Europe 
which still infect the Tory Party and blows open how 
Britain will suffer if Cameron ever got to power. 
 

“At the European elections, voters should remember 
not just what Labour says about the Tories - but what 
they are saying about themselves.”  
 

... UKIP IN DISGRACE? 
 

Meanwhile one of the two UKIP MEPs elected for 
the East of England was reported in the Daily Mail 
as being charged by police for “fiddling thousands 
of pounds of taxpayer-funded expenses.”3 The 
newspaper reports Tom Wise as facing criminal 
charges of false accounting and money 
laundering, which could lead to a maximum of 14 
years in jail.  “Despite his denials, people will 
already know that the South East UKIP MEP was 
imprisoned for falsely claiming benefits and should 
think again when the UK Independence Party 
says it is fighting fraud and waste in Europe.” says 
Richard. 
1 http://www.eadt.co.uk/content/eadt/news/story.aspx?
brand=EADOnline&category=News&tBrand=EADOnline&tCategory=xDefault&itemid=IP
ED23%20Mar%202009%2016%3A47%3A15%3A340 
2 http://www.express.co.uk/posts/view/90773/Tory-joins-Euro-party-in-protest 
3 http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1172167/British-MEP-charged-fiddling-staff-
allowances.html 
 

I want to thank you now for the work you are 
doing in what will be a challenging set of 
elections for the Party, and to appeal to you to 
continue to do everything possible in the run-up 
to polling day on June 4th. 
 

I promise I am doing everything I can together 
with my fellow European, County and Unitary 
council candidates to secure Labour success. 
 

At this time of economic downturn, only Labour 
is committed to working in Europe and across 
the world to bring about recovery—to help 
protect people’s jobs, homes and savings here 
at home. 
 

As your Euro MP over the last five years I have 
helped deliver new employment protection, 
European funding and environmental action 
with my Labour colleagues.  Tory MEPs do 
nothing in Brussels, as they do nothing at 
Westminster. 
 

The designated ‘Action Areas’ will be the focus 
for our campaign in the next few weeks, but 
please remember a vote anywhere in the region 
can help elect Labour MEPs. 
 

On every doorstep and in every telephone call 
let us tell Labour supporters how important it is 
to vote on June 4th, on BOTH local and 
European ballot papers. 
 

And tell them that if they give us their trust, we 
will not let them down. 
 

Thank you again. 
Richard’s fellow Labour European candidates (left to right): Beth Kelly, James 
Valentine, Nigel Gardner, Chris Ostrowski, Katie Curtis and Sherma Batson. 



 

RICHARD’S OFFICE WILL BE OPEN THROUGHOUT THE EUROPE AN ELECTION PERIOD 
Contact Richard by phone: 01223 240202, by fax 01223 241900 

Address: Labour European Office, Unit 3, Frohock House, 222 Mill Road, Cambridge, CB1 3NF 
Email: richard@richardhowittmep.com Website: www.richardhowittmep.com 
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ALSO IN THE CONSTITUENCY RICHARD... 
 

· Spoke at meetings of Witham , Huntingdon, 
Norwich , Cambridge , West Suffolk , Castle 
Point , Basildon and Billericay Constituency 
Labour Parties, and to the Norfolk County Party. 

· Warned against the threat of the British National Party 
at a Unite Against Fascism meeting in Cambridge . 

· Debated migration with the Peterborough  Tory 
MP on the BBC Politics Show. 

· Welcomed a University of Hertfordshire student 
to Brussels. 

· Launched European-funded ‘land skills’ training 
for the region in Bury St Edmunds . 

· Addressed a training session for councillors across 
the region held in Witham . 

· Spoke to the joint TUC/ACAS annual conference for 
the region’s industrial organisers held in Colchester . 

· Joined Ipswich Labour activists for the Party’s 
national campaign day. 

· Accused the Tory S.E. Cambs  MP of deliberately 
scaremongering about Europe’s working time rules. 

· Visited Cambridge  pharmaceutical company 
Genzyme in advance of a crucial European 
Parliament vote on rare diseases. 

· Was guest speaker at the Autism Anglia annual 
meeting held in Colchester . 

· Campaigned with Labour councillors for better 
access for disabled travellers at Wivenhoe  Station. 

· Spoke in Peterborough  on the Government’s 
Sustainable Communities Act. 

· Hosted a visit from Colchester Institute business 
students to the European Parliament. 

· Advised the Tendring Furniture Scheme on 
European funding opportunities. 

· Spoke alongside Guantanamo detainee 
Moazzam Begg at a model United Nations 
organised by the University of Essex . 

· Did a ‘walk about’ in Luton ’s Bury Park with visiting 
Kashmiri Minister Dr Riaz Mamood. 

· Welcomed the Labour Party’s black and ethnic 
minority campaign bus to Bedford . 

RICHARD STEPS IN ON THREAT TO 
LUTON AND BASILDON CAR JOBS 
 

Richard held a high-level meeting with the 
European Vice-President of U.S. car company 
General Motors to lobby for the future of the 
company’s IBC Van plant in Luton , in advance of 
appealing in an emergency European Parliament 
debate for an E.U. aid package to protect car 
industry jobs by investing in new generations of 
environmentally friendly vehicles.  Later Richard 
also met management and unions at Ford’s 

Basildon  plant to discuss European help needed. 

JELLY AND WELLY FOR THE TELLY 
 

Richard raised money for Comic Relief plunging 
into a bath of jelly with the Manager of 
Sainsbury’s in Hemel Hempstead , (see photo 
below), also raising money for Red Nose Day 
by having his hair sprayed red at Claire’s 
Accessories in Bedford , taking part in a welly-
throwing contest at Adept Scientific in 
Letchworth and bowling in a giant skittles 
competition in Luton .  

SPEAKING OUT IN PARLIAMENT 
In the European Parliament, Richard spoke in 
debates welcoming the extension of European anti-
discrimination laws, backing the bringing forward of 
European regional aid to fight the recession, calling for 
a tightening up of the EU’s Eco-Management and 
Audit Scheme, pressing for European unity in 
negotiations with Russia, championing progress in 
Turkey’s E.U. Accession talks, urging continuing 
pursuit of war criminals from the former Yugoslavia, 
endorsing European ratification of the U.N. 
Convention of the rights of people with disabilities and 
welcoming proposals from Gordon Brown and Barack 
Obama for new efforts towards nuclear disarmament. 

Richard’s  speaks out on BBC’s “Look East” at the Luton Plant alongside 
MP Margaret Moran (centre) and Unite union officer John Street (left) 


