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LIB DEM AFFRONT TO MUSLIM TRADE UNIONS REACH OUT TO
COMMUNITIES MIGRANT WORKERS

Kashmiri communities in Luton, Peterborough, Watford
and across our region are in uproar following a Liberal
Democrat report on the disputed Kashmir region that
criticises the major relief efforts, which followed the 2005
earthquake. The aftermath saw local Kashmiri people
sending cash and humanitarian aid to help the rescue and
recovery efforts following the devastating quake.

Richard Howitt MEP is working side by side with local MPs
and Councillors and community leaders to shred the
blatantly biased report as it makes its way through the
European Parliament.

Richard said "I am disgusted that the Lib Dems appear to
back one side in the 50-year dispute, criticising the brave
relief efforts after the horrific Pakistani earthquake, which
killed alImost a hundred thousand people, many of whom
had family and friends living locally in my constituency.

"I have been flooded with understandably angry emails and
letters from local Kashmiris slamming the Lib Dems for what
they have said in this report, and | am working now with
local communities and leading the efforts of my fellow
Labour Euro MPs to make sure that the final report is
balanced and fair, promoting a just peace for all in the
region."

As Labour Parliamentary Spokesperson Richard also spoke

Richard launched a day-long event to help migrant workers
from the region learn their rights, hosted by the TUC and
GMB in Great Yarmouth. All major trade unions were present
to offer advice and recruit new members, with representatives
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Leighton Linslade, Norwich, Cambridge, St Neots,
Hitchin, and St. Albans as models of best practice for
promoting Fairtrade across Europe.

In a separate event, Richard also launched the Third Sector
European Network which will promote the interests of
voluntary organisations and cooperative businesses across
Europe.

LABOUR EAST EUROPEAN POLICY FORUM
Come and debate Labour’s Foreign and European
Policy as part of the 2007 National Policy Forum
consultation, with Richard and guest speakers.
WHEN: 10am Saturday 3rd March.

WHERE: Epping Hall, St John’s Road,
Epping, Essex
Register with David Jermy on 01473 228 702 or
david_jermy@new.labour.org.uk — or just turn up!




PUTTING DOWN ROOTS

Richard met up with Suffolk Coast and Heath's Unit at
Levington to hear the findings of their report on wildlife
being under threat on the Orwell and Stour Estuaries
protected under an EU law currently under review in the
European Parliament. Richard is working with local
groups to make sure that human activity and port traffic
does not damage sensitive flora and fauna on the
estuaries and at a second EU-protected site on the North
Norfolk coast.

Also helping our environment, Richard put on his size ten
wellies and grabbed a spade to plant the first tree of Tree
Week for the Essex Wildlife Trust at their Visitors Centre
near Colchester .

PUTTING PARTY BACK INTO LABOUR

The future is looking bright for 2007 for Braintree and
Witham CLPs, following a calamitous year which saw
them lose the well-known Labour Hall to a massive fire.
Richard Howitt MEP officially re-opened the rebuilt hall,
saying: “Now we have our Hall back, let's get a Labour
MP back too!"

Party season in the lead up to Christmas also saw
Richard dropping into CLP socials in Thetford, Basildon,
Harlow, Watford, Bedford, Hatfield , a fundraiser in
Ipswich and visiting the Winter Fair Labour stall in
Cambridge. Richard also joined with Labour friends at
meetings and events in Stevenage, Flitwick,
Wymondham, and Brantham.

Also in the constituency Richard has...
eMet up with the Kings Lynn widow to invite her to travel
to Brussels to continue her lorry safety campaign.
ePresented the 1000" offender on a European- funded
Essex Probation Forklift Driving training programme with
his certificate in Tilbury (see picture above).

eWelcomed Billericay and Norwich students in Brussels
as winners in an essay-writing competition.

eJoined the panel at Thurrock Labour Party’s Question
Time.

eMet with Management from Tesco's HQ in Cheshunt.
eJoined a campaign to raise awareness of lung disease
with the British Lung Foundation group in Saffron
Walden.

ePresented new EU funding to an offshore renewable
energy project at Lowestoft College.

eLaid a wreath on Remembrance Sunday in Cambridge.

BACKING DISABLED WORKERS

Richard visited Remploy plants in Wisbech and Norwich to
campaign against plans that could see the two factories, which
employ over 100 disabled workers closed, despite an attempt
by the company to ban local media.

Also as President of the European Parliament’s Disability
Rights Group of MEPs, Richard spoke at a Foreign Office
event to celebrate the signing of the UN Convention on the
Rights of Disabled People, spoke at the Disability and
Development conference in Brussels, launched the "Build for
All" project which promotes accessible design, presented a
European Innovation Award to the Saffron Walden inventors
of a luminous folding cane for use by blind people (see
picture), and joined up with the Leonard Cheshire organisation
to promote an EU-wide project to promote participation by
disabled people.

Labour Euro MPs also voted to:

eFinally adopt the new EU chemicals testing law which will
oblige producers to register about 30,000 hazardous
household substances.

eBack new laws to lay down strict advertising time restrictions
on television and on children's advertising.

eAgree new emission limits for cars.

eAwarded the Sakharov Prize to the Belarussian Opposition
leader.

eProduce a single EU-wide credit card driving license.

Contact Richard by phone: 01223 240202, by fax: 01223 241900
Address: Labour European Office, Unit 3, Frohock House, 222 Mill Road, Cambridge. CB1 3NF

E-mail: richard.howitt@geo2.poptel.org.uk Website: www.richardhowittmep.com



