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ECO-HOMES SO SMART 
Europe should support the Government s efforts to put 
building new affordable homes at the top of the political 
agenda, Richard Howitt MEP told a special housing 
conference in Stevenage organised by the Regional 
Assembly Labour Group and the Co-operative Party. 
In an impassioned appeal in favour of council housing, 
Richard pointed out that EU funds could support new 
housing schemes by improving communal areas, 
introducing anti-crime measures, and supporting energy 
efficiency. Earlier Richard was invited to handover the 
keys (see picture) for the first 42 social eco-homes in 
March, as part of the European Smartlife project linking 
Cambridgeshire  with Germany and Sweden.                   

EAST OF ENGLAND SHOULD BE EU 
CENTRE OF MARITIME EXCELLENCE  
Richard was the region s only Euro MP who spoke in 
July s European Parliament debate on maritime policy, 
proposing that the East of England is awarded the 
European Centre of Excellence: With 700km of low-lying 
coastline, major ports such as Great Yarmouth, 
Ipswich , Felixstowe , Harwich and Tilbury , areas of 
outstanding natural beauty in north Norfolk and the 
Stour and Orwell estuaries, it is a practical ambition for 
us to better relations between people and the sea.

 

PARTY MATTERS 
Richard enjoyed Party summer socials in St Albans, 
Basildon and with Co-op Party members in Harpenden . 
He attended the National Policy Forum on behalf of the 
Labour Euro MPs and was re-elected as Chair of the 
European Parliamentary Labour Party.                  

SUMMER FUN: Richard at the St Albans garden party at the home of 
Baroness Cathy Ashton, newly appointed Leader of the House of Lords 
(left) and Roma Mills, Prospective Parliamentary Candidate.  

See Richard at Labour Party Conference: 
All visitors and delegates from constituencies and trade 
unions in the East of England are invited to the East of 
England Reception, hosted by Richard, on Monday 
24th September, 7-9pm, the Royal Bath De Vere Suite. 
Also see Richard speaking throughout the week: 
Monday 24th Sept 
Royal National Institute for the Blind, Employers  
Attitudes , Marquee 2, Secure Zone, 5pm 
Institute of Public Policy Research, The Challenge  
of Peace Building , Tralee Hotel, 5.30pm 
Justice for Colombia, Royal Bath Hotel, 6pm 
Tuesday 25th Sept 
Pakistan High Commission Reception,  
Marriott Highcliff Hotel,  7.30pm 
Wednesday 26th Sept 
Unite-Amicus, Marquee 3, Marriott Highcliff, 12.30pm  
East of England Development Agency Reception, Royal 
Bath Hotel, 5.30pm 


