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ECO-HOMES SO SMART

Europe should support the Government’s efforts to put
building new affordable homes at the top of the political
agenda, Richard Howitt MEP told a special housing
conference in Stevenage organised by the Regional
Assembly Labour Group and the Co-operative Party.

In an impassioned appeal in favour of council housing,
Richard pointed out that EU funds could support new
housing schemes by improving communal areas,

introducing anti-crime measures, and supporting energy
efficiency. Earlier Richard was invited to handover the
keys (see picture) for the first 42 social eco-homes in
March, as part of the European “Smartlife” project linking
Cambridgeshire with Germany and Sweden.

See Richard at Labour Party Conference:
All visitors and delegates from constituencies and trade
unions in the East of England are invited to the East of
England Reception, hosted by Richard, on Monday
24th September, 7-9pm, the Royal Bath—De Vere Suite.
Also see Richard speaking throughout the week:
Monday 24th Sept

Royal National Institute for the Blind, “Employers
Attitudes”, Marquee 2, Secure Zone, 5pm

Institute of Public Policy Research, “The Challenge

of Peace Building”, Tralee Hotel, 5.30pm

Justice for Colombia, Royal Bath Hotel, 6pm

Tuesday 25th Sept

Pakistan High Commission Reception,

Marriott Highcliff Hotel, 7.30pm

Wednesday 26th Sept

Unite-Amicus, Marquee 3, Marriott Highcliff, 12.30pm
East of England Development Agency Reception, Royal
Bath Hotel, 5.30pm

EAST OF ENGLAND SHOULD BE EU
CENTRE OF MARITIME EXCELLENCE

Richard was the region’s only Euro MP who spoke in
July’s European Parliament debate on maritime policy,
proposing that the East of England is awarded the
European Centre of Excellence: “With 700km of low-lying
coastline, major ports such as Great Yarmouth,
Ipswich, Felixstowe, Harwich and Tilbury, areas of
outstanding natural beauty in north Norfolk and the
Stour and Orwell estuaries, it is a practical ambition for
us to better relations between people and the sea.”

PARTY MATTERS

Richard enjoyed Party summer socials in St Albans,
Basildon and with Co-op Party members in Harpenden.
He attended the National Policy Forum on behalf of the
Labour Euro MPs and was re-elected as Chair of the
European Parliamentary Labour Party.

SUMMER FUN: Richard at the St Albans garden party at the home of
Baroness Cathy Ashton, newly appointed Leader of the House of Lords
(left) and Roma Mills, Prospective Parliamentary Candidate.

FREE ‘PHONE-IN ON “WOMEN AND EUROPE”
Richard will welcome Zita Gurmai, Hungarian MEP
and President of the Socialist Women’s Campaign to
answer your questions
Wednesday 12th September 6.30pm—7.00pm
Please register in advance by contacting Mary
on 01223 240 202 or email:
richard.howitt@geo2.poptel.org.uk

LABOUR EAST EUROPEAN POLICY FORUM
on “MIGRANT WORKERS”
Q & A with Richard Howitt MEP
+ guest speaker: Marcianne Musabyimana

Saturday 13th October 10.30am
County Hall, Norwich
Confirm your attendance to
david_jermy@new.labour.org.uk or just turn up!




STAMPING OUT CARBON FOOTPRINT

The East of England European funding programme for
regional development was under final negotiation in
Brussels last month. All parts of the region qualify for
the £74 million EU fund, although existing “Objective
Two” areas of Luton, Great Yarmouth, Waveney,
Southend and part of rural Norfolk will continue to
benefit. Richard said: “Above all our aim will be to work
towards stabilising and then reducing our region’s
carbon footprint.”

The regional development fund adds to the £155
million EU fund for skills training in the East of England
and a share of £700 million for cross-border
cooperation projects — all due to run until 2013.

SERIOUS TALKS: Regional Officials visit Richard’s office in Brussels to
put finishing touches to the plans. Left to right: David Morrall
(Government Office of the East of England), Nick Burfield (East of
England Regional Assembly) and Richard Howitt MEP.

FOREIGN AFFAIRS & HUMAN RIGHTS

As Labour European Foreign Affairs spokesperson,
Richard welcomed the recognition of the Palestinian
government by the European Union, but called for
continued humanitarian assistance in Gaza, following
the Hamas takeover. Richard chaired a European
Parliament conference organised by Socialist MEPs
which brought together Israelis and Palestinians.
Welcoming the release of Alan Johnston — the BBC
journalist — Richard invited relations of hostages in the
Colombian conflict to Brussels to appeal for their
return. Last month he travelled to the country with the
trade union-backed Justice for Colombia, in support of
the campaign. Richard backed an EU agreement to
resume talks with Serbia and met with Serbian MPs to
discuss efforts to arrest the country’s war criminals.

Labour Euro MPs also voted to...

eSet up a new system for approving food additives
prohibiting those harmful to health or the environment

eIntroduce alternatives to mercury barometers and
thermometers to avoid the risk of poisoning.

eRequire airlines to quote the full ticket price for flights
booked on the internet.

e Support an EU-wide ban on trading in cat and dog fur.

eAccept Cyprus and Malta into the single currency.

TORIES JUST CAN’'T TOLERATE
EQUAL GAY RIGHTS

David Cameron’s attempt to project the Tory Party as
tolerant of gay rights, suffered a further blow when Tory
MEPs abstained on a parliamentary resolution calling for
homosexuality to be decriminalised in countries where it
remains illegal. Two of our three Tory MEPs in the East
joined the abstention — the third didn’t bother to turn up!

Also in the Constituency, Richard has....

eCelebrated £22 million EU-funded training benefiting
9,000 people by the Suffolk Learning and Skills Council
(see picture above).
eWarned against reprisals against the Muslim community
after it emerged one of the Glasgow Airport terrorist
suspects worshipped at a Cambridge mosque.
eBecame a trucker for the day to celebrate the £90,000
EU-funded road safety training for lorry drivers at
Thurrock and Basildon College.
eExplained at a Communication Workers Union rally in
Cambridge how Labour MEPs voted to maintain a
universal service obligation for postal services, as well as
meeting local reps at the CWU national conference.
oVisited the family of a Witham man imprisoned in Cyprus,
to support their appeal against his sentence.
eSpoke on Human Rights to Tajikistan academics at the
University of Essex, in Colchester.
oVisited students on a European-funded course at King
Edward’s School in Bury St Edmunds.
eJoined Council Leader Hazel Simmons and portfolio
holder Roy Davis to unveil plans for a new cultural quarter
in Luton town centre with European funding, (below).

Contact Richard by phone: 01223 240202, by fax: 01223 241900
Address: Labour European Office, Unit 3, Frohock House, 222 Mill Road, Cambridge. CB1 3NF

E-mail: richard.howitt@geo2.poptel.org.uk Website: www.richardhowittmep.com



