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DON’T FALL FOR CAMERON'’S
EURO REFERENDUM SPIN

The Tory campaign for a referendum on the EU
Reform Treaty is all about attacking the Labour
Government and nothing to do with the contents of
the Treaty, Richard told the Labour East Regional
Board meeting in Stevenage : ‘1 am happy to debate
anytime, anywhere the detail of how the Treaty
differs from the abolished EU constitution,” Richard
said: “But no-one arguing for a referendum wants
anything other than a no’ vote. And a vote of no
confidence on a Labour Government position in
advance of a General Election is the real Tory
agenda. No-one should fall for it.” Richard
underlined this message at the European Policy
Forum held in Norfolk to discuss migrant worker
issues and at a party fundraising dinner in Bedford .

CONFRONTING U.S. UNION BUSTERS

Richard teamed up with Unite (TGWU) trade union
members at the Kettle Foods factory in Norwich
over allegations that American union-busters had
been employed to defeat a three-year campaign for
union recognition (see picture, above). An interview
with Richard in the Guardian newspaper sparked an
internet campaign to boycott the firm in protest.

MARCHING FOR DISABILITY RIGHTS

A blind woman from Southend and a deaf-blind man
from Peterborough travelled with Richard to Brussels
for a rally of disabled activists calling for a new EU law
against disability discrimination (see picture). As
President of the European Parliament’s Disability
Rights Group of MEPs, Richard presented the
European Commission with a million name petition
backing the changes. Richard also urged motor
industry bosses to produce better cars for disabled
people at the Motability Debate in London and joined
Labour MP Chris Mole on the pitch to launch Ipswich
Town FC’s new project for disabled footballers.



