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TORY EXTREMISM EXPOSED 
 

The Far Right, anti-semitic and homophobic record 
of some of the Conservativesô European partners in 
their new European Parliament grouping, and their 
extremism after David Cameron finally ócame cleanô 
on their European policy has left the Toriesô 
reputation in tatters, says Richard. 
 

Working as the Socialist Human Rights 
Spokesperson, Richard uncovered from a holocaust 
survivorsô group in Poland an original copy of an 
interview where the Pole who is leader of the 
Conservative MEP group denied Polish responsibility 
for the mass killing of Jews in Jedwabne during the 
Second World War.  Richard distributed a copy of the 
interview on the day the Polish MEP was paraded at 
the Tory Party conference. 
 

Meanwhile in dropping his ñiron-clad promiseò to hold 
a European referendum given to the Sun newspaper, 
David Cameronôs new European policy has appeased 
euro-sceptics in his own party at the expense of 
committing any future Tory Government to side-lining 
British influence in Europe, says Richard. 
 

The Tories would: 
 

¶ Remove the obligation for European policies and 
programmes operating in Britain to respect 
fundamental human rights that already apply to 
everyone else in Britain. 
¶ Set in train years of legislative debate in the House 

of Commons that would reinforce Tory paranoia 
about power being ñsucked from Britainò instead of 
recognising the positive influence Britain achieves 
through Europe. 
¶ Condemn Europe to yet more institutional debate 

when Gordon Brown had negotiated a ten year 
moratorium on further changes to E.U. rules.  
¶ Hold a gun to the head of Turkey and the countries 

of former Yugoslavia threatening to block their 
accession if Tory demands are not conceded. 
¶ Remove European rights for maternity leave, paid 

holidays and equality by seeking to reintroduce a 
Tory opt-out to the Social Chapter. 

BUT LOCAL TORIES DEFY CAMERON!  
 

No less than thirteen of our regionôs Tory MPs 
have defied Cameron, and insisted a European 
referendum should still be held, showing the 
deep splits that still infect the Conservatives, 
says Richard. The following signed a Commons Early Day Motion 
calling for a post-ratification Treaty referendum John Whittingdale 
(Maldon and East Chelmsford). Bernard Jenkin (North Essex), James 
Clappison (Hertsmere), Christopher Fraser (SW Norfolk), David Amess 
(Southend West), Richard Bacon (South Norfolk), Douglas Carswell 
(Harwich and Clacton), Nadine Dorries (Mid Bedfordshire), James 
Duddridge  (Rochford and Southend East), Charles Walker  (Broxbourne), 
Mike Penning (Hemel Hempstead), Malcolm Moss (North East 
Cambridgeshire) and former Tory MP Bob Spink (Castle Point),  
 

AND TORIES FAIL IN BEDFORD  
 

A Tory split over the deliberate ópackingô of their 
candidate selection meeting saw the 
Conservatives fail in their bid to win the 
Bedford Mayoral by-election, in a 
parliamentary seat they need to gain from 
Labour at next yearôs General Election.  
Richard made four campaign visits to help 
Labour candidate James Valentine who 
performed strongly despite losing out to the Lib 
Dems.   
 

James and Richard (centre) with Labour  campaigners in Bedford 

TORIES LOSE IT ON EUROPE ñFRONT PAGE SPECIAL 
¶ Offer wholly bogus assurances about limiting the 

powers of the European Court, a British veto 
over further changes of powers within the new 
Treaty and an opt-out on criminal justice that 
have already been successfully negotiated by 
Labour MEPs and the Labour Government. 
¶ Leave open the threat of a future referendum in 

Britain, giving encouragement to euro-sceptics in 
the Tory Party and Far Right who want Britain to 
exit the E.U. altogether. 
ñIf voters want to avoid putting Britain on a collision 
course with Europe, and instead defend our 
interests and extend our influence in Europe and 
the world, they can only vote Labour when the 
General Election comes,ò says Richard. 

FREE óPHONE-IN FOR NEW  
LABOUR PARTY MEMBERS  

Are you a party member who has joined in 
the last year? Talk with Richard for free on his 
next telephone conference on:- 
  

Monday 7th December 6.30pm - 7pm . 
  

For details of how to register in advance, 
please email chris@richardhowittmep.com 



Contact Richard by phone: 01223 240202, by fax 01223 241900 
Address: Labour European Office, Unit 3, Frohock House, 222 Mill Road, Cambridge, CB1 3NF 

Email: richard@richardhowittmep.com Website: www.richardhowittmep.com 

ALSO IN THE CONSTITUENCY RICHARD...  
 

¶ Was keynote speaker to trade unionists at the 
Burston  Rally in Norfolk.  
¶ Was special guest at the CBI East of England 
Dinner in Duxford, Cambridgeshire . 
¶ Called for an end to the cruel and unnecessary 
slaughter of horses whilst visiting a horse 
welfare group in Snetterton, Norfolk . 
¶ Celebrated the granting of a £7.6m contract for a 
groundbreaking national wave power project to a 
firm in Littleport  in the Fens. 
¶ Welcomed European approval for a new drug to 
target leukaemia at a Welwyn biotech site. 
¶ Campaigned with Lowestoft  blind people 
against changes to street plans and kerbs. 
¶ Celebrated Organic Food Fortnight by cooking 
with young people at a farm training kitchen in 
High Laver, Essex and hopping behind the 
wheel of a combine harvester at a farm in 
Barton, Cambridgeshire . 
¶ Presented Africa Radio Station of the Year award 
to Borehamwood -based Radio SW Africa. 
¶ Met Jewish survivors who fled the Nazis 
recreating their trip on the 70

th
 anniversary as 

they landed in Harwich , (see photograph below). 

ALSO IN THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
LABOUR MEPs.....  
¶ abstained on the re-appointment of Commission 

President Barroso  to highlight greater action 
needed on job creation and employment rights. 
¶ backed stronger E.U. action on climate change at 

the Copenhagen summit. 
¶ voted against a Lithuanian law similar to Section 

28 banning information relating to homosexuality 
from schools.  The Tories abstained. 
¶ established new regulation of hedge funds in the 

wake of the banking crisis. 
¶ approved new legislation to protect wild birds 

including preventing the deliberate destruction of 
nests and eggs. 
¶ agreed the E.U. budget for 2010 including £1 
billion to help boost Europeôs economy. 

U-TURN BRINGS HOPE FOR LUTON VAN JOBS  
Richard Howitt MEP has worked hand-in-hand 
with the Unite union to campaign for the future 
of 1,500 jobs at Lutonôs IBC vans.  The shock 
u-turn by American parent company General 
Motors to halt its European sell-off was given a 
cautious welcome by campaigners, but Richard 
called for continuing negotiations to prevent job 
losses. Richard told an emergency European 
Parliament debate how the previous proposed 
German bail-out must not be allowed to unfairly 
threaten British jobs under European law.  For 
the Luton Weekly Newsô full account of how 
Richard has been campaigning, see 
www.richardhowittmep.com/LutonVans.pdf 

Richard (left) speaking out with Peter Mandleson (right) for Luton jobs. 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND HUMAN RIGHTS  
 

As Labourôs European Foreign Affairs 
Spokesperson, Richard tabled amendments 
and spoke in Parliament to protect European 
action for developing countries as part of plans 
to merge and strengthen the EUôs 
representation abroad.  Richard sponsored a 
European Parliament resolution and debate 
shaping the EUôs democracy-building. He co-
hosted a visit to Brussels of the UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights. 

¶ Spoke out against the BNP at an anti-racism gig 
in Bedford . 
¶ Celebrated a £3m fund to stop exploitation by 
gangmasters at the Rosmini Community Centre 
in Wisbech.  
¶ Spoke at a Cambridge Amnesty International 
rally against the illegal detention of refugees in 
Sri Lanka. 
¶ Unveilled plans for a new garden of a Basildon  
centre for people with disabilities. 
¶ Attended the Airport Operators Association 
meeting at Stansted . 
¶ Joined Labour Minister Shahid Malik to open a 
new energy-efficient cement grinder at Tilbury.  
¶ Launched a new European funded skills test to 
help Haverhill ôs unemployed. 
¶ Made reports to the Labour East  Regional 
Board and the Hertfordshire  County Party,  
¶ Took part in party campaigning in Cambridge  
and Basildon , and party socials with both CLPs.   


