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REGIONAL £1bn CASH INJECTION A STEP CLOSER.

A crunch vote in the European Parliament has pro-
vided a huge boost to the prospects of the Eastern
Region maximising the European cash received for
the period 2007-2013.

A set of key regional amendments proposed by
Richard, have succeeded on a number of fronts:

e A rule, which would have excluded Norfolk
and Suffolk from international co-operation fund-
ing due to a 150km limit, has been dropped.

e A threatened budget, which will see the East of
England benefit from trans-national projects with
other maritime regions, has been saved.

e Amendments put forward have highlighted spe-
cific challenges our region faces thus making it
more likely that future funding will come our way.

Richard says, "These funds are on the table and we
must fight for every penny. We must also hold to
account several of the region’s other MEPs for their
inaction. How can UKIP and the Tories say that
they represent our region when they have not lifted
a finger to help secure this vital cash? Throughout
this process only the Labour Party has delivered!"

SAFEGUARDING LOCAL INDUSTRY AND JOBS

Richard has been fighting in a campaign to de-
feat European software patenting laws that
would have threatened 1,500 high technology
companies and 40,000 jobs based locally espe-
cially in the hubs of Cambridgeshire and Hert-
fordshire . Richard met with representatives of
software firms in Cambridge to discuss their
concerns and plan a strategy against the law.
The European Parliament voted to throw out the
law by a large majority.

WHAT'S UP DOCK?

Dock workers and T & G Union officials from
Felixstowe , Tilbury , Great Yarmouth, and
Harwich met with Richard at Felixstowe Docks
to plan their campaign against a European pro-
posal to open all aspects of port work to compe-
tition. This proposal will adversely affect every
aspect of port work, discourage investment and
would also threaten safety standards within
ports.
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