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REGIONAL £1bn CASH INJECTION A STEP CLOSER.

A crunch vote in the European Parliament has pro-
vided a huge boost to the prospects of the Eastern
Region maximising the European cash received for
the period 2007-2013.

A set of key regional amendments proposed by
Richard, have succeeded on a number of fronts:

e A rule, which would have excluded Norfolk
and Suffolk from international co-operation fund-
ing due to a 150km limit, has been dropped.

e A threatened budget, which will see the East of
England benefit from trans-national projects with
other maritime regions, has been saved.
e Amendments put forward have highlighted spe-
cific challenges our region faces thus making it
more likely that future funding will come our way.

Richard meets Chancellor Gordon Brown in Brussels to discuss regional funding.

Richard says, "These funds are on the table and we
must fight for every penny. We must also hold to
account several of the region’s other MEPs for their
inaction. How can UKIP and the Tories say that
they represent our region when they have not lifted
a finger to help secure this vital cash? Throughout
this process only the Labour Party has delivered!"

SAFEGUARDING LOCAL INDUSTRY AND JOBS

Richard has been fighting in a campaign to de-
feat European software patenting laws that
would have threatened 1,500 high technology
companies and 40,000 jobs based locally espe-
cially in the hubs of Cambridgeshire and Hert-
fordshire. Richard met with representatives of
software firms in Cambridge to discuss their
concerns and plan a strategy against the law.
The European Parliament voted to throw out the
law by a large majority.

WHAT'S UP DOCK?

Dock workers and T & G Union officials from
Felixstowe, Tilbury, Great Yarmouth, and
Harwich met with Richard at Felixstowe Docks
to plan their campaign against a European pro-
posal to open all aspects of port work to compe-
tition. This proposal will adversely affect every
aspect of port work, discourage investment and
would also threaten safety standards within
ports.

Richard meeting workers at Felixstowe Docks.

EURO CON MERCHANTS ON THE RUN

Spanish con merchants who targeted two churches in Harlow were exposed, as Richard teamed up with
local Rev. David Kirkwood to warn other local businesses of the threat. The churches, were offered a "free
advert" on a European City Guide CD, only to discover a hidden annual charge of over £2000, which de-
spite legal threats the Reverend refused to pay. Richard has personally taken a petition to the Consumer
Protection Commissioner in Brussels seeking a crackdown on such con merchants.

Contact Richard by phone: 01223 240202, by fax: 01223 241900
Address: Labour European Office, Unit 3, Frohock House, 222 Mill Road, Cambridge. CB1 3NF
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND HUMAN RIGHTS.

As Labour's European Spokesperson on Foreign
Affairs and Human Rights Richard has:

e Joined with Friends of the Earth and communi-
ties living beside oil installations to expose abuses
at Shell sites around the globe and highlighting the
need for corporate social responsibility to be com-
pulsory.

e Took part in a parliamentary debate and vote
discussing how the European Union can support
developments in Iraqg.

e Met with Foreign Minister, Jack Straw and
Europe Minister, Douglas Alexander as part of the
continuing UK Presidency of the EU.

e Held discussions with Christian non Govern-
mental organisations in the European Parliament
to discuss Human Rights violations in China.

e Spoke on a range of Foreign Policy and Hu-
man Rights Issues with West Chelmsford CLP
and with Ipswich Amnesty Group.

RICHARD STANDS AND DELIVERS AT THE REGIONAL
CONFERENCE.

A stand about Europe and the work of MEPs organ-
ised by Richard was a great success at the Labour
East Regional Conference held in Hatfield . (See pic-
ture below). Richard also delivered a review of his
work during the year to the assembled delegates.

RICHARD OUT AND ABOUT .

There will be a number of opportunities to catch up
with Richard over the coming weeks. He will be
speaking at 1.00pm on 8th October at the Fabian
Society Regional Conference at the Suffolk Institute
of Technology in Ipswich , attending the Labour
East TULO Policy forum at 9.00am to 3.00pm on
Friday 14 October at the Fielder Centre in Hatfield
and taking to the platform on 15 October at the La-
bour East Regional Rally at the Guildhall in Cam-
bridge, 12.00pm to 4.00pm. Richard will of course
be attending the Eastern Region reception in the
Viscount Room of the Hilton Metropole at the La-
bour Party national conference in Brighton between
7.00pm and 9.00pm on Sunday 25th September.

ALSO IN THE CONSTITUENCY.

Richard visited the East of England Innovation Re-
lay Centre in Norwich to present them with a pres-
tigious award for the highest number of technology
transfer deals in Europe. Explaining Europe has
been the theme for a number of speaking slots, in-
cluding a Labour branch meeting in Stevenage, and
the Local Government Information Bureau road
show in Colchester . Richard was presented with a
petition of over two thousand local signatures as he
backed a local campaign to get a swimming pool for
Burnham -on-Crouch . On the social side, Richard
recently joined with the Norfolk Labour Group at
their annual summer BBQ in Great Yarmouth. Rich-
ard joined forces with the Essex Learning and Skills
Council to present over £850,000 in European cash
to provide learning opportunities to 600 people aged
19+. (See picture below).

PARLIAMENT NEWS IN BRIEF

The European Parliament has:

e Offered its solidarity, support and sympathy in the
aftermath of the London bombings.

e Called for further measures to support sugar pro-
ducers following the 13.5% cut in subsidies proposed
by the European Commission.

e Backed moves to simplify exports of generic
drugs to poorer countries.

e Tightened up regulations on how mining waste
must be dealt with, increasing safety and protecting
the environment.

e Recommended the creation of a new top-level
domain name ".kid" (like .com or .org) with content
reserved for children as a measure to protect children
using the internet.

Come to Brussels to see the
European Parliament

Richard Howitt MEP will be running a trip to the
European Parliament in Brussels from 30th No-
vember to 2nd December. A great opportunity
to see how it works. With sightseeing and
Christmas shopping thrown in! To reserve your
place contact Richard’s office on 01223 240202
for a booking form.
DONT DELAY-BOOK TODAY!




