From
Richard
Howitt
MEP

Nov/December 2005

Your Labour EuroMP for the East of England

Please distribute at your General Committee meeting and other interested party members

TAKING ON THE ‘NO FRILLS’ AIRLINE
Following the appalling incident where nine blind and
partially sighted passengers from Norfolk going on
holiday in Italy were ejected from a Ryanair flight at
Stansted Airport, Richard has taken up the case, and
has vowed that EU laws will be enacted quickly to stop
such discrimination in the future. Speaking on BBC1's
Watchdog programme he said:

"Ryanair call themselves a no frills airline, but they
cannot treat people with disabilities as just another
frillt™,

UK PRESIDENCY ROLLS ON

As well as holding recent intensive meetings with UK
Ministers including John Prescott MP, Douglas
Alexander MP and Alan Johnson MP in Brussels as
part of the UK's Presidency of the EU, Richard has
also been busy in the UK. He spoke with Alun Michael
MP at a Presidency event promoting e-accessibility for
people with disabilities. Richard will also be a keynote
speaker at a Presidency event in December promoting
Corporate Social Responsibility.

UKIP ACCUSED

When some of our local ‘papers undertook an exposé
of MEP’s expenses, Labour’s Richard Howitt MEP was
given a clean bill of health. The Ipswich Evening Star
said Richard was “happy to give details”, whilst the
Norwich Evening News congratulated Richard for
giving the ‘fullest response’ of all the region’s MEPs.
Compare that to the UKIP’s Jeffrey Titford who told
journalists ‘whatever they are prepared to pay me, |
use... | have been a business man all my life, so I'm
not prepared to live in a doss house or cheap
accommodation... | am giving up my retirement for
this’.  Roll on your retirement, Mr Titford!

FROM LABOUR CONFERENCE TO

REGIONAL RALLY

At the Labour Party Conference, Richard spent a
hectic few days meeting with our delegates from
across the region and spoke at fringe meetings
organised by BT, RNIB, East of England Development
Agency, SCOPE, the Russia Foundation, the Disability
Rights Commission, Labour Party Disabled Members’
Group, and the United Alliance for Labour. Richard
also met with delegates at the Labour East reception.

Vi

Richard with Colin Tull from the CWU campaigning against
Post Office privatisation at the Labour Conference.
Richard was joined by Stevenage MP Barbara Follett
to act as joint MC's for the Labour East Regional Rally
in Cambridge. Among the guest speakers was
Unison's General Secretary Dave Prentis, and Richard
presented Regional merit awards to deserving
individuals from West Suffolk CLP, Saffron Walden

CLP, and Cambridge CLP.

COME AND DEBATE EUROPE!

Labour East in conjunction with Richard Howitt MEP is organising two European Policy Forums:-

SATURDAY 12 NOVEMBER 12-30pm to 3pm, “Workers’ Rights and the future of Social Europe”
Guest Speaker: Billy Hayes, General Secretary, Communication Workers Union
VENUE: The Church Hall, Church Street, Hatfield, Herts, AL9 5AR

SATURDAY 26 NOVEMBER 10-30am to 1-30pm, “Reconnecting Europe to Voters in Britain”
Guest Speaker: Sarah Schaefer, European Director, The Foreign Policy Centre
VENUE: Elizabeth Room, Suffolk County Council, Endeavour House, Russell Road, Ipswich, IP1 2PX

Question and answer session with Richard at both events. Free lunch.
Please register to David Jermy on david jermy@new.labour.org.uk, call 01473 228702 or just turn up!

Contact Richard by phone: 01223 240202, by fax: 01223 241900
Address: Labour European Office, Unit 3, Frohock House, 222 Mill Road, Cambridge. CB1 3NF
E-mail: richard.howitt@geo?2.poptel.org.uk Website: www.richardhowittmep.com



http://www.richardhowittmep.com

FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND HUMAN RIGHTS

EU Leaders agree to talk Turkey

Richard took part in last-minute negotiations in
Luxembourg where the start of Turkey's EU
membership talks was finally agreed. Following a visit
to Watford where Richard met up with members of the
local Kurdish community to discuss their hopes for
Turkey's membership, he travelled to Turkey to monitor
conditions in the country, on behalf of the European
Parliament.

"The need to improve human rights is the prime
concern, but dramatic improvements have been made
over recent years and | am convinced that thanks to EU
pressure, the pace of these reforms will continue." he
said.

Bombs, Bullets and Ballots in Afghanistan

Richard braved Taliban and Al Qaeda terror threats to
serve as an European observer at the historic first
parliamentary elections in post-war Afghanistan.

The election was tense and at one point he had to be
evacuated from a polling station where a violent
demonstration had erupted, and was protected by ex-
SAS guards carrying machine guns, as terrorists issued

Richard meets two Afghan women candidates

kidnap threats against any foreign national helping with
the election.

"It was a particular honour to meet with many of the
women candidates. These women had only five years
ago been brutally oppressed by the Taliban but now
they were putting themselves forward to help run their
country."

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT NEWS IN BRIEF

The European Parliament has:

eVoted in favour of a compensation system in case of
train delays.

e Backed recommendations to halve the number of
road accidents in the EU by 2010.

eAgreed an action plan to encourage Lifelong learning
across Europe.

eSupported proposals to cut emissions from air
conditioning systems in cars

e \/oted for new audit rules to battle business corruption
across Europe

RICHARD WIPES THE FLOOR WITH

EUROSCEPTICS

The debating chamber of the prestigious Cambridge
Union was the setting as Richard joined up with Harlow
colleague Bill Rammell MP to tackle head on the
scaremongering tactics of Eurosceptics, including the
leader of Veritas. The motion proposing that “The
European Union is bad for Britain” was heavily defeated
by almost two hundred votes. (See picture below).

ALSO IN THE CONSTITUENCY, RICHARD...

o Visited Chelmsford to launch the bidding process
for £3.5 million in European Social Funding in
Essex .

e Cut the fifth birthday cake at the West Suffolk
Disability Resource Centre in Bury St. Edmunds .

e Visited fire damaged Southend Pier pledging to
seek EU funding for the rebuilding works.

e Spoke to members of Welwyn Hatfield CLP about
the UK Presidency of the EU

e Met with new students at De Montfort University's
freshers’ fair in Bedford to try and boost Labour
membership.

e Spoke with regional representatives of the
Federation of Small Businesses in Cambridge .

e Met with Trade Union leaders in Hatfield to discuss
future campaigning.

e Attended a Harwich CLP social in Clacton.

o Visited the Remploy factory in Southend which
provides work for local people with disabilities.
(See picture below)




