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TAKING ON THE ‘NO FRILLS’ AIRLINE
Following the appalling incident where nine blind and
partially sighted passengers from Norfolk going on
holiday in Italy were ejected from a Ryanair flight at
Stansted Airport, Richard has taken up the case, and
has vowed that EU laws will be enacted quickly to stop
such discrimination in the future. Speaking on BBC1's
Watchdog programme he said:

"Ryanair call themselves a no frills airline, but they
cannot treat people with disabilities as just another
frillt™,

UK PRESIDENCY ROLLS ON

As well as holding recent intensive meetings with UK
Ministers including John Prescott MP, Douglas
Alexander MP and Alan Johnson MP in Brussels as
part of the UK's Presidency of the EU, Richard has
also been busy in the UK. He spoke with Alun Michael
MP at a Presidency event promoting e-accessibility for
people with disabilities. Richard will also be a keynote
speaker at a Presidency event in December promoting
Corporate Social Responsibility.

UKIP ACCUSED

When some of our local ‘papers undertook an exposé
of MEP’s expenses, Labour’s Richard Howitt MEP was
given a clean bill of health. The Ipswich Evening Star
said Richard was “happy to give details”, whilst the
Norwich Evening News congratulated Richard for
giving the ‘fullest response’ of all the region’s MEPs.
Compare that to the UKIP’s Jeffrey Titford who told
journalists ‘whatever they are prepared to pay me, |
use... | have been a business man all my life, so I'm
not prepared to live in a doss house or cheap
accommodation... | am giving up my retirement for
this’.  Roll on your retirement, Mr Titford!

FROM LABOUR CONFERENCE TO

REGIONAL RALLY

At the Labour Party Conference, Richard spent a
hectic few days meeting with our delegates from
across the region and spoke at fringe meetings
organised by BT, RNIB, East of England Development
Agency, SCOPE, the Russia Foundation, the Disability
Rights Commission, Labour Party Disabled Members’
Group, and the United Alliance for Labour. Richard
also met with delegates at the Labour East reception.

Richard was joined by Stevenage MP Barbara Follett
to act as joint MC's for the Labour East Regional Rally
in Cambridge . Among the guest speakers was
Unison's General Secretary Dave Prentis, and Richard
presented Regional merit awards to deserving
individuals from West Suffolk CLP, Saffron Walden
CLP, and Cambridge CLP.

COME AND DEBATE EUROPE!

Labour East in conjunction with Richard Howitt MEP is organising two European Policy Forums: -

SATURDAY 12 NOVEMBER 12-30pm to 3pm, “Workers’ Rights and the future of Social Europe”
Guest Speaker: Billy Hayes, General Secretary, Communication Workers Union
VENUE: The Church Hall, Church Street, Hatfield, Herts, AL9 5AR

SATURDAY 26 NOVEMBER 10-30am to 1-30pm, “Reconnecting Europe to Voters in Britain”
Guest Speaker: Sarah Schaefer, European Director, The Foreign Policy Centre
VENUE: Elizabeth Room, Suffolk County Council, Endeavour House, Russell Road, Ipswich, IP1 2PX

Question and answer session with Richard at both events. Free lunch.

Please register to David Jermy on

david _jermy@new.labour.org.uk

, call 01473 228702 — or just turn up!

Contact Richard by phone: 01223 240202, by fax: 01223 241900
Address: Labour European Office, Unit 3, Frohock House, 222 Mill Road, Cambridge. CB1 3NF
E-mail: richard.howitt@geo2.poptel.org.uk Website: www.richardhowittmep.com




