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No Meltdown Here! 
Predictions of a Labour local election meltdown by our 
opponents were proven wrong by strong results in many 
areas said Richard.  
Despite national trends, it was particularly pleasing to see 

Labour make gains in Great Yarmouth, Cambridge, 
Norwich, South Beds and Thurrock and to maintain our 
majority control of Stevenage  Council.  
During the campaign, Richard canvassed in Harlow, 
Basildon, Ipswich, Bedford, Cambridge, Thurrock, 
Norwich, Watford, Stevenage  and Great Yarmouth. 
Richard slammed BNP gains in Loughton. During the 
campaign he had joined with local activists door-knocking in 
Epping Forest, and he invited singer Billy Bragg to issue a 
joint appeal against the BNP threat. Thankfully the BNP 
were defeated in Broxbourne, Basildon, and Thurrock 
and the National Front defeated in Great Yarmouth. 
Richard sends his  commiserations to Labour councillors 
and candidates who failed to win seats. 
All candidates across the region are invited to join Richard s 
next phone-in to discuss lessons from the campaign (See 
advertisement below). 

.....And Other Election Victories. 
Meanwhile Richard also travelled to Prague to assist Czech 
socialist colleagues in their election campaign.  He joined 
Italian and Hungarian socialist MEPs in Brussels to 
celebrate their respective general election victories.  "It is 
the first time any government has been re-elected in 
Hungary since democratic elections started, whilst the 
rejection of Berlusconi must give heart to every Labour 
Party supporter at home even in these difficult times," says 
Richard.  

Flying High   

Richard donned a survival suit and flew by helicopter 70km off 
the Norfolk coast to the "Clipper" gas rig to discuss with 
workers from Great Yarmouth how the EU's proposals for a 
single energy grid will boost jobs (see picture).  Later he 
visited the site of the new pipeline from the Netherlands at 
Bacton , North Norfolk, where he joined company 
representatives in announcing that  current jobs would be 
sustained for another 30 years thanks to the plans.  Richard 
also acted as a reporter for BBC Radio Norfolk for the day.  
Bird Flu: Norfolk on Alert 
As news filtered through that Dereham in Norfolk had been 
the site of a non-human threatening bird flu outbreak, Richard 
was straight on the case, confirming that the EU would foot 
half the bill of compensating local farmers whose livelihoods 
are threatened.  
Richard has also called on EU Trade Commissioner Peter 
Mandelson to challenge the unjustified import bans of UK 
poultry that have been enforced by Japan and Hong Kong.  
Regional Conference and Euro Forum a 
Success 
Richard joined over 200 delegates at this year's Regional 
Labour Party Conference held in Clacton. He also joined with 
the Regional Assembly Labour Group to organise a fringe 
event entitled "Tackling Tory Bull!" as well as hosting a lunch 
for CLP European Liaison Officers. Has your CLP got a 
European Liaison Officer?  If so, please tell us!  If not, 
why not volunteer? 
Richard also joined with Cambridgeshire County Party and 
the Regional Office to run the latest in his series of European 
Policy Forums. Guest speaker Danny Sriskandarajah, Head of 
Migration at the IPPR think-tank, addressed over forty 
members from across the region on reconciling EU 
immigration policies with civil liberties concerns.  Look out for 
details of the next European Policy Forum, due to be held with 
Bedfordshire County Party. 

COME TO STRASBOURG TO SEE THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
Richard Howitt MEP will be running a trip to the European Parliament in Strasbourg from 5th to 7th September 2006   

A great opportunity to see how it works, with sight-seeing and shopping thrown in! 
To reserve your place contact Richard s office on 01223 240202 for a booking form. 

DON T DELAY - BOOK TODAY! 

Richard joins Angela Smith MP (back right) in Basildon to visit a 
local Day Centre as part of the local election campaign.  

PHONE  IN TO RICHARD

 

Richard is inviting Councillors and Candidates to take part in a free phone-in on Wednesday 17th May at  
6-30pm to discuss the lessons to be learnt from the recent Local Elections. 

Register  in advance by contacting Richard s office where you will be given full details on how to take part. 


