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ON THE SERVICES DIRECTIVE 
In February 50,000 trade unionists from all over Europe 
marched against the proposed EU services law.  Locally, 
AMICUS members lobbied Richard (see picture below) to 
oppose the key threat that service companies would be able 
to operate in Britain according to the national laws of their 
home country- which unions feared would threaten UK jobs 
and conditions.   
Richard and Labour Euro MPs joined their socialist 
colleagues to forge a compromise, which defeated this 
country of origin principle.  Yet the six other East of England 

Tory, UKIP and Lib Dem MEPs all voted for it, thus opposing 
national protection on employment and collective 
agreements, also on public security, health and the 
environment.  ONLY RICHARD VOTED AGAINST.  As 
extreme, the Lib Dem and Tory MEPs actually voted for 
Social Services to be governed by European competition 
laws rather than national regulations. 

WHAT THEY SAID 
The European Trade Union Confederation regards the result 

of the vote as a real victory for European workers  
ETUC General Secretary John Monks 
We welcome the fact that labour laws and health and social 

services have now been excluded from the directive and that 
the country of origin principle has been removed  
UNISON International Officer Nick Crook 
This package is focussed on dismantling barriers that 

obstruct businesses  The trade unions and political left are 
behaving like Luddites  
Tory East of England MEP 
Many of us would have liked the law to have a wider 

scope  but it can be made more liberal in the future  
Lib Dem East of England MEP 

And in a letter of thanks from the Government to Labour 
Euro MPs 
The European Parliament has kept many of the benefits that 

make this an attractive proposal  
Alan Johnson, Secretary of State for Trade and Industry 

...AND FOR OUR PORTS 
Richard joined the big majority of Euro MP s to sink the 
proposed EU Ports Directive in January, days after his tour 
of East coast ports exposed the damage feared from the 
forced contracting out of port services. 

Richard spoke in the parliamentary debate warning: All 
600 jobs at the Port of Tilbury are at risk according to the 
owners, as are new port developments at Bathside Bay in 
Harwich and at Felixstowe South.  The new outer 
harbour at Great Yarmouth would be put in competition 
with the inner harbour- again threatening local jobs.

 

TGWU stewards from the four local ports were alongside 
Richard in Strasbourg to celebrate the victory (See picture 
above) 

COME AND DEBATE EUROPE!

   

Labour East in conjunction with Richard Howitt MEP 
is organising a European Policy Forum: -         

SATURDAY 11 MARCH 10 -30am to 1pm, Defending 
Open Societies  Migration, the fight against terror 

and civil liberties

  

Speaker: Danny Sriskandarajah, Head of Migration, 
Equalities and Citizenship, Institute of Public Policy 

Research  

VENUE: Alex Wood Hall, Norfolk St, Cambridge, CB1 
2LD  

Question and answer session with Richard.  Free 
lunch.   

Please register to David Jermy on 
david_jermy@new.labour.org.uk ,  call 01473 228702

 

or just turn up! 

PHONE IN TO RICHARD

  

Richard is inviting Constituency Officers following the CLP reorganisation to take part in a phone-in on Wednesday 22nd 
March at 6-30pm to put your questions to him and discuss working together.  

Register  in advance by contacting Richard s office where you will be given full details on how to take part. 

LABOUR EURO MPs DELIVER ON EMPLOYMENT RIGHTS - AGAIN

 


