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TORIES TO FORM THE EU RAT BAGS AND 
FASCISTS PARTY 
New Tory leader David Cameron is suffering his first 
leadership crisis over his promise to pull the British Tory MEPs 
out of the main  centre-right grouping in the European 
Parliament to form their own separate right wing European 
party. 
Tory MEPs voted 17-9 to back their own leader's opposition to 
the plan, with one of them  admitting that they would end up 
joining the fascists and rat bags that no-one else will sit with.  
Richard said: "Of the East of England's three Tories, one 
wants to leave, one wants to stay and the other is sitting on 
the fence - showing how irrevocably split they are locally as 
well as nationally.

 

PORTS IN A STORM 
Richard has backed the T&G union in trying to kill off for the 
second time, a proposed  EU Port Services Directive. Richard 
met with dockers from Harwich, Great Yarmouth, Tilbury 
and Felixstowe ports in Brussels (see picture below) to 
campaign and lobby against the law which threatens port jobs, 

RICHARD BACKS CHEMICAL TESTING LAW 
It was red faces all round for our Tory Euro MPs when one of 
them hosted a visit by Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF) 
lobbyists to his Cambridge office to advertise his apparent 
support for pending EU chemicals testing legislation, and 
then failed to turn up for the vote!  Perhaps it was because 
Tory Euro MPs actually opposed the key aspect that all 
chemicals should be tested before being used.  Meanwhile, 
Richard got together with representatives of local Women's 
Institutes who supported the new law to celebrate one of the 
most significant advances in environmental legislation in the 
current European Parliament.  (See below. where Richard is 
pictured in Strasbourg with Ruth Bond from Cambridge, left,  
and Pat Collinson from Bury St Edmunds, right). 

SHAPING LABOUR S EUROPEAN POLICY 
Two hugely successful European policy forums were held by 
Labour East with Richard Howitt MEP, in Hatfield and in 
Ipswich. Each forum saw over fifty attendees discuss the 
issues of workers' rights and of how UK voters can be 
reconnected with Europe.  For details of the next European 
Forum see below. 

COME AND DEBATE EUROPE!

  

Labour East in conjunction with Richard Howitt MEP is organising a European Policy Forum:-         

SATURDAY 11 MARCH 10-30am to 1pm, Defending Open Societies  Migration, the fight against terror and civil 
liberties

 

Speaker: Danny Sriskandarajah, Head of Migration, Equalities and Citizenship, Institute of Public Policy Research 
VENUE: Alex Wood Hall, Norfolk St, Cambridge, CB1 2LD  

Question and answer session with Richard.  Free lunch.  
Please register to David Jermy on david_jermy@new.labour.org.uk,  call 01473 228702  or just turn up! 

PHONE IN TO RICHARD

  

Following a successful trial in the Autumn, Richard is inviting you to take part in telephone conferences to put your questions 
to him and discuss European issues.  Each telephone conference lasts a maximum of 30 minutes and is free to callers.  

Phone-ins are organised for:-  
LABOUR COUNCILLORS on Wednesday 18th January at 6-30pm 

CLP SECRETARIES and EUROPEAN LIAISON OFFICERS on Tuesday 21st January at 6-30pm 
YOUNG LABOUR MEMBERS and STUDENTS on Tuesday 21st February at 6-30pm  

Please register in advance by calling or emailing Richard s office where you will be given full details on how to take part.  

http://www.richardhowittmep.com


 
CRUSHING VICTORY AGAINST RYANAIR 
Following an incident at Stansted Airport where nine blind 
and partially sighted passengers from Norwich and Great 
Yarmouth , were thrown off their flight, Richard brought the 
group to the European Parliament in Brussels where they 
lobbied MEPs to pass proposed legislation to outlaw such 
discrimination. Later, the Parliament voted resoundingly for 
the new law by 500 votes. 

HERTS OIL FIRE WERE EU RULES BROKEN? 
Meanwhile, also in Brussels, Richard raised an urgent 
Parliamentary Question in response to the oil fire at Hemel 
Hempstead on whether European safety requirements had 
been met, and hosted a joint visit from Essex and Norfolk 
County Council archaeologists to publicise findings from a 
two-year European-funded project involving the region. 

SNOW-GATE! 
Was last month's big issue Britain's success in brokering an 
agreement on Europe's finances for the next seven years?  
Oh, no!  It was whether the snow scene on Richard's 
personalised Christmas card was genuine!!  The 
Bedfordshire on Sunday newspaper claimed that Richard's 
picture sitting outside a snow-covered European Parliament  
was a fake, which quickly led to interviews on the subject 
with BBC local radio, the East Anglian Daily Times and the 
Ipswich Evening Star.  "It proves once again that the media 
are too interested only in the silly stories about Europe," said 
Richard, " but, for the record, it was real snow." 

ALSO IN THE CONSTITUENCY RICHARD HAS: 
Joined with the Science Minister Lord Sainsbury to 
launch a £13m. investment from a Finnish company to 
develop biomedical implants in Cambridge.  (See 
picture below with Richard, left, talking with company 
MD Auvo Kaikkonen, centre, and the Minister, right). 

Taken part in the remembrance day ceremony in 
Cambridge 
Spoke on how to promote local Entrepreneurship at 
the University of Essex, Colchester 
Joined with churches, local groups and community 
representatives to discuss the future for Thetford. 
Attended CLP fundraising dinners in Chelmsford, 
Cambridge and Castle Point. 
Met with Hemel Hempstead teenagers on a European 
funded programme to attain soccer coaching 
qualifications. 
Joined Luton MP Kelvin Hopkins and Trade Unions to 
discuss manufacturing in the East.. 
Visited Otley College to see a £20,000 EU funded 
Student Exchange programme  
Joined the RSPB in Sandy to raise awareness of the 
threat of avian flu .   

HAPPY NEW YEAR, BUT NOT LONG UNTIL 
MAY S LOCAL ELECTIONS... 
Christmas saw Richard travelling around the region soaking 
up the festive spirit and the occasional mince pie in Norwich, 
Thetford, Central Suffolk and Ipswich, Basildon and 
Harlow . As part of his Christmas celebrations Richard also 
spent some time volunteering with the Samaritan s Purse 
Charity in Epping Forest.   In Watford, he joined local Party 
members in congratulating Ruth Ellis who has been selected 
as Labour's Mayoral candidate for the May elections 
(pictured below centre, also with local MP Clare Ward, right)  
All CLPs are asked to keep Richard in touch with 
preparations for the local elections. 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND HUMAN RIGHTS 
As Labour's European Foreign Affairs spokesperson, Richard 
spoke in parliamentary debates on the need to step up 
international efforts to stop the proliferation of nuclear 
weapons.  He also criticised the export of bombs and 
grenades by France to Burma and Sudan, and that Italy sent 
firearms to China and Colombia.  Richard represented the 
Socialist MEPs in a meeting with Afghanistan's President 
Kharzai, following up his role as election observer in the war-
torn country  and took part in the six monthly meeting with 
Turkish MPs, later speaking to Britain's Kurdish community at 
a London conference.   Richard replied in Parliament to Geoff 
Hoon speaking on behalf of the British Presidency in the 
debate on the Annual Human Rights report, for which 
Richard himself is rapporteur.  He was also invited by the 
Government to address the annual forum of all human rights 
organisations in Europe.  Richard has been re-elected a 
member of Labour's Britain in the World Policy Commission. 


