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TORIES TO FORM THE EU “RAT BAGS AND
FASCISTS” PARTY

New Tory leader David Cameron is suffering his first
leadership crisis over his promise to pull the British Tory MEPs
out of the main centre-right grouping in the European
Parliament to form their own separate right wing European
party.

Tory MEPs voted 17-9 to back their own leader's opposition to
the plan, with one of them admitting that they would end up
joining “the fascists and rat bags that no-one else will sit with.”
Richard said: "Of the East of England's three Tories, one
wants to leave, one wants to stay and the other is sitting on
the fence - showing how irrevocably split they are locally as
well as nationally.”

PORTS IN A STORM

Richard has backed the T&G union in trying to kill off for the
second time, a proposed EU Port Services Directive. Richard
met with dockers from Harwich, Great Yarmouth, Tilbury
and Felixstowe ports in Brussels (see picture below) to
campaign and lobby against the law which threatens port jobs,

RICHARD BACKS CHEMICAL TESTING LAW

It was red faces all round for our Tory Euro MPs when one of
them hosted a visit by Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF)
lobbyists to his Cambridge office to advertise his apparent
support for pending EU chemicals testing legislation, and
then failed to turn up for the vote! Perhaps it was because
Tory Euro MPs actually opposed the key aspect that all
chemicals should be tested before being used. Meanwhile,
Richard got together with representatives of local Women's
Institutes who supported the new law to celebrate one of the
most significant advances in environmental legislation in the
current European Parliament. (See below. where Richard is
pictured in Strasbourg with Ruth Bond from Cambridge , left,
and Pat Collinson from Bury St Edmunds , right).

SHAPING LABOUR’S EUROPEAN POLICY

Two hugely successful European policy forums were held by
Labour East with Richard Howitt MEP, in Hatfield and in
Ipswich . Each forum saw over fifty attendees discuss the
issues of workers' rights and of how UK voters can be
reconnected with Europe. For details of the next European
Forum see below.

COME AND DEBATE EUROPE!

Labour East in conjunction with Richard Howitt MEP is organising a European Policy Forum: -

SATURDAY 11 MARCH 10-30am to 1pm, “Defending Open Societies— Migration, the fight against terror and civil
liberties”
Speaker: Danny Sriskandarajah, Head of Migration, Equalities and Citizenship, Institute of Public Policy Research
VENUE: Alex Wood Hall, Norfolk St, Cambridge, CB1 2LD

Question and answer session with Richard. Free lunch.

Please register to David Jermy on

david _jermy@new.labour.org.uk

, call 01473 228702 — or just turn up!

Contact Richard by phone: 01223 240202, by fax: 01223 241900

Address: Labour European Office, Unit 3, Frohock House, 222 Mill Road, Cambridge. CB1 3NF
E-mail: richard.howitt@geo2.poptel.org.uk Website: www.richardhowittmep.com




