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LABOUR GAINS  RIGHT FAR WRONG            

Opposition predictions of a Labour meltdown in the local 
elections were proven wrong again as Labour scored 
significant victories in our region. Richard was in Luton 
to witness Labour regaining control of the council from 
the Lib Dems, (see picture).  The other big news story 
saw the BNP losing their seat in Broxbourne and failing 
to make any gains despite standing candidates 
throughout the region. Richard also campaigned with 
Labour candidates in Thurrock where Labour gained 2 
seats; and forced the council into NOC from the Tories; 
in Stevenage where Labour retained control of the 
council holding all seats; and in both Harlow and 
Norwich where Labour retained minority control.  
"Labour continues to be a major force in our major 
towns, and has defied the odds again in making gains 
not only here but  in local communities from  Watford to 
North Herts, Great Yarmouth, Ipswich, and 
Cambridge ," says Richard.  "I am sorry for the good 
councillors we have lost, but Labour's gains mean we are  
laying the foundation to make sure that Labour stays in 
Government and in the European Parliament."  During 
the campaign, Richard also helped with the Mayoral 
campaign in Bedford , and joined canvassers in Ipswich , 
Cambridge , King's Lynn, Three Rivers, Harlow, 
Luton, Mid -Norfolk , and Norwich .     

LEADERSHIP ELECTIONS 
Richard is announcing that he will make supporting 
nominations for Gordon Brown MP for Leader and for 
Hilary Benn MP for Deputy in the forthcoming party 
leadership elections.  "I expect Gordon to burst the 
Cameron bubble and I believe Hilary to be the best of a 
high quality set of candidates, capable of driving Labour 
forward to victory at the General and European 
Elections," says Richard.  "I hope Labour members will 
play a full part in the elections and that the campaign will 
show the best side of Labour to the electorate."                  

Above: Richard with Hilary Benn at Eastern Region Conference. 

YOU CAN'T BELIEVE THE TORIES 
Once again East of England Tory MEP Geoffrey Van 
Orden proves the Tories are far from environmentally 
friendly. He and five fellow Tory MEPs got together to 
dispute the scientific evidence of global warming. 
Meanwhile, in a diatribe against EU Defence Policy Mr 
Van Orden used a parliamentary speech to berate the 
UK Government for increasing social security spending 
by an amount (£35.5billion) that is greater than the 
annual defence budget (£30.1 billion): The new 
compassionate Conservatives advocate investing in AK-
47s and cluster bombs, but sadly not in combating 
poverty. Then Richard locked swords with Mid-Beds Tory 
MP Nadine Dorries in a radio 'phone-in exposing a blog 
in which she criticised anyone standing up for travellers 
rights as bleeding hearts . So compassionate.  Finally, 
when Tory councillors who now make up a majority in the 
Regional Assembly came on a cross-party visit to the 
European Parliament, who was the MEP asked to show 
them the Parliament-in fact the ONLY one of our region's 
seven MEPs to even attend their meeting? ...No prizes 
for guessing: Labour's Richard Howitt!  

FREE PHONE-IN  
Please invite anyone  

interested in joining Richard to discuss the 
lessons of the local election results.  

6.30pm - 7pm on Wednesday 23rd May.  
Register in advance  by contacting Mary on  

richard.howitt@geo2.poptel.org.uk 
or ring 01223 240202  


