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TALKING TURKEYS 
Richard backed speedy action taken to control the 
outbreak of the H5N1 strain of bird flu' at the Bernard 
Matthews plant in Suffolk, but was disappointed when 
the company appeared to break its previous 
assurances that no workers would be affected. 
The Labour Euro MP joined together with the 
Transport and General Workers' Union to meet 
representatives of nearly 200 workers laid off by the 
company at its sister plant in Great Witchingham, 
Norfolk.  Richard promised to back the workers' 
demand for European compensation and immediately 
arranged for EU-funded redundancy advice to be 
offered to those hit. The majority are migrants from 
Portugal, and the meeting took place at a Portuguese 
cafe in Great Yarmouth (see picture). 
Richard pressed in the European Parliament for full 
investigation that the virus might have been 
transmitted to Britain from the Matthews' company 
plant in Hungary.               

LIFTING THE VEIL ON KASHMIR 

Community members have reacted with anger that the 
Lib Dems have appeared to take sides rather than 
supporting efforts to resolve the conflict. As Labour 
Foreign Affairs Spokesperson in the European 
Parliament, Richard travelled to the Kashmir to see 
rebuilding following the 2005 earthquake, and to hear  
views from all parties on both sides. 
UKIP NEED TO WISE UP 
East of England UKIP MEP Tom Wise was suspended 
from membership pending a probe by the EU anti-
fraud office over alleged mis-use of his MEP 
expenses, uncovered in the Sunday newspapers. One 
month earlier a UKIP-elected MEP in the South East 
defected to the ITS neo-fascist group, helping them 
reach the minimum numbers required to form a 
recognised parliamentary group. Richard spoke out 
against the far-right November 9th Society who plan to 
run candidates for at least two Essex councils in May, 
and branded UKIP s decision to ban a disabled man 
from standing as from the dark ages.  

SEE RICHARD AT THE LABOUR EAST  
REGIONAL CONFERENCE IN BEDFORD  

Saturday  
1.15pm Europe and Africa fringe with  
Richard and Hilary Benn MP, in the State Room 
5.45pm Tackling Tory Bull Joint Richard/ 
EERA Labour Group fringe, in the Duke of  
Bedford Room  

Sunday  
8am Fair Trade Breakfast with Richard and  
Oxfam, in the Duke of Bedford Room 
11.45ame  Richard s European Report 
in the Main Conference.   

All meetings in the main conference hotel. 

PHONE-IN FOR PARTY 
MEMBERS 

Please invite anyone interested to 
join  

Richard s next free phone-in, in the run up to 
this year s local elections. 

6.30pm - 7pm on Wednesday 28th March. 
Register in advance by contacting Mary on  

richard.howitt@geo2.poptel.org.uk 

Following 
the release 
of a contro-
versial Lib 
Dem report 
on Kashmir 
in the Euro-
pean  
Parliament, 
Richard met 
with mem-
bers of the 
Kashmiri 
community 
in Luton,  
Watford 
and  
Peterbor-
ough (see 
photo). 
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TRUCK WIDOW IN BRUSSELS 

A Norfolk widow, whose husband Stephen was 
tragically killed in a head on collision with a 
Dutch truck driver on the A134 last March joined 
Richard to take her campaign over his death to the 
doors of power in London and Brussels. 
Richard arranged for Jackie Warby to present her 
five thousand strong petition calling for better safety 
standards for the 12,000 foreign lorries who use 
British roads each day at 10 Downing Street this 
month (see picture), and earlier invited Jackie to the 
European Parliament in Brussels to lobby for 
changes in European law. 
After the driver concerned refused to come back to 
Britain to give evidence at the inquest, Jackie and 
Richard  won a promise from European officials that 
a new EU proposal would make it easier for foreign 
drivers to be brought to justice for traffic 
offences committed in a different European country.  
FOREIGN AFFAIRS & HUMAN RIGHTS 
In addition to Kashmir, January saw Richard re-
elected as Vice-President of the European 
Parliament s Human Rights Sub-Committee. He 
spoke for Labour in parliamentary debates on EU 
controls on arms sales and on the international fight 
against terrorism. Richard hosted visits to Brussels 
by Europe Minister Geoff Hoon who spoke on EU 
nlargement at Richard s committee, by a joint 
delegation of British and Irish MPs discussing EU 
defence and security issues, to launch in Brussels 
an IPPR report on the Middle East, and to chair a 
meeting on how the BBC can extend its services in 
Iran. In London, he spoke at the launch of Labour 
Friends of Turkey as one of its founding members. 
LOCAL ELECTIONS ON THE WAY 
As usual, Richard is out and about campaigning with 
Labour candidates for May s local elections. Please 
keep sending your canvassing schedules and 
campaign information to him. Richard has also been 
pleased to support Party meetings and fundraising 
events in Maldon , Bedford , Stevenage , Hertford , 
Colchester and Newmarket . Foreign Office Minister 
Lord David Triesman joined Richard at the Labour 
East European Policy Forum, in Epping .  

ENVIRONMENT MATTERS 
Richard welcomed EU efforts to cut carbon emissions by 
unveiling an energy efficient school in Watford , recycled 
Christmas cards for the Woodland Trust in Cambridge , 
and joined Labour MEPs in calling for the European 
Parliament itself to become carbon neutral.   

OFFENDERS POCKET EU CASH! 
Richard was right on cue to announce £130,000 EU 
funds to help young offenders in Huntingdon , (see 
picture). He launched a male support group for Suffolk 
Carers in Claydon with £75,000 EU support, a further 
£200,000 for 14-16 learning at Epping College, and 
awarded Ridgemond Training in Stevenage a share of 
the £5million Olympic Skills project.                

Also in the constituency Richard has

 

Been keynote speaker for Local Government        
Association international roadshow in Chelmsford . 
Opened the Essex  Autistic Society HQ in Colchester. 
Welcomed 150 Norwich  Union jobs back to the region.   

Labour Euro MPs also voted to: 
Restrict the advertising of junk food to children and 
strengthen food labelling. 
Limit waste production at 2008 levels by the year 2012. 
Further shift CAP payments from big farming to rural 
communities and environmental projects. 
Support the European Parliament s enquiry report on 
extraordinary rendition and secret prisons in the EU. 
Welcome Bulgaria and Romania into the EU. 
Oppose European subsidies for bullfighting.   

Meanwhile, following the British Tories announcement 
that they plan to split from the European Conservatives - 
now due in 2009 

 

the Tory President of Parliament s 
influential Industry Committee was removed from his job. 
East of England Tory Geoffrey Van Orden was similarly 
sacked from his Vice-Presidency of Parliament s Foreign 
Affairs Committee. Mr Van Orden joined seven of his 
fellow Tories, including their leader, to vote with the far- 
right in opposition to the campaign for a worldwide 
moratorium in the death penalty.  


