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EAST OF ENGLAND CROSS-BORDER YES PRIME MINISTER!
PROGRAMMES SHAPE UP fita

Richard joined councillors and other local officials at the
region’s European Panel meeting in Cambridge, to
confirm final plans which will see a £200 million EU
funding pot for cooperation projects involving the East of
England with coastal regions in Northern France, the
Netherlands and Belgium. “Projects which can be
supported include tourism, the environment, transport,
education and health”, Richard said. The plans are due
to be published for public consultation from 10th August.

LIB DEMS DEFEATED ON KASHMIR

Following campaigning visits to Mosques in Watford,
Peterborough and Luton, Richard led Labour Euro MPs
to a parliamentary victory, after the Lib Dem
spokesperson had moved amendments opposing a
referendum in Kashmir over its future, backed by Tory
MEPs. Labour won the European Parliament’s support
for the right to self-determination — in line with the United
Nations. As Labour’'s Foreign Affairs spokesperson in
Europe, Richard also spoke in parliamentary debates
appealing for popular support for an International Arms
Trade Treaty, and to stress common values in European
efforts to support reform in the Arab world. Richard
travelled to Geneva to take part in agreeing final rules for
the running of new United Nations Human Rights’
Council. Richard met up with veteran anti-apartheid
campaigner Archbishop Desmond Tutu, in a joint appeal
to end the suffering in Darfur, Sudan (see picture below). | YES MINISTE
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Richard offered his personal congratulations to Gordon
Brown (see picture) immediately after the new Labour
Leader was formally elected at the Party’s special
conference last month in Manchester. “The new Prime
Minister told us he wants the party to be on an election-
footing, and so we will be,” said Richard.
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No sooner was Gordon installed in 10 Downing Street,
than the new PM announced amongst his appointments

Meet up with Richard at the that Stevenage MP Barbara Follett would be the
Burston Trade Union Rally Government’s first Minister for the East of England.
Welcoming Barbara to her new job (see picture), Richard

11am- 4.30pm, Sunday 2nd September said: “Not only am | delighted for Barbara and other local

MPs appointed as Ministers who have a lot to give to the
Government, but her appointment will mean we can work
together to promote the Government and the Party’s
message across the whole of our region.”

Speakers include Tony Benn
Entertainment from Billy Bragg




Richard’s guide to the new EU treaty:
In June Europe's leaders agreed an EU amending
treaty to replace the draft EU constitutional treaty which
was rejected by voters in France and the Netherlands.
Once again Tory Eurosceptics are seeking to criticise
Labour's success in the negotiations - here is why they
are wrong.

What exactly was agreed?

A set of pragmatic reforms to the internal rules of the
European Union to improve efficiency and
accountability.

Decision-making is streamlined by reducing the size of
the European Commission, ending the rotating 6-
month chairing of EU Ministerial meetings, capping the
size of the European Parliament, merging the EU's two
posts for representation to the rest of the world, and
organising the EU in one rather than three separate
legal structures.

Is the old constitution being introduced through

the back door?

No! All aspects of statehood have been abandoned
including the titles 'constitution' and 'Foreign Minister’,
as well as symbols such as a flag and anthem. All
previous EU Treaties will be maintained, not replaced.
But aren't more powers being transferred from
Westminster to Brussels?

No new '‘competences' have been accorded to the EU.
Around 40 mostly technical areas, already in the EU
Treaty, will now be subject to majority voting - with
extra powers for the elected European Parliament.
However the deal protects Britain's ‘red lines'
preventing any loss of control over areas such as
foreign policy, taxation and on any conflict between EU
fundamental rights and British national law. Britain has
retained the right to stay out of EU actions on policing
and on social security - but to opt-in where cooperation
advances British interests.

Aren't you breaking a manifesto promise to hold a
referendum?

The constitution has been abandoned so a referendum
is no longer relevant. The new amending treaty
changes far less than either the Single European Act or
Maastricht - both signed up to by the Tories, when no
referendum was held. Indeed Britain has never held a
referendum to ratify an international treaty. Tory calls
for a referendum represent the real back door - building
the case for withdrawal from Europe altogether.

What happens next?

Technical negotiations now start on the new treaty,
Euro MPs will vote on the issue, then formal agreement
will be confirmed in December. National parliaments
will debate ratification of the treaty next year, and it is
due to come into force on 1 January 2009.

Will the treaty help promote Labour policies and
values?

Yes, the Charter of Rights will apply to EU institutions
and European law. It promotes democracy through the
European Parliament and by enabling national
parliaments to object to draft EU law. The new treaty
strengthens Europe's commitment to energy solidarity,
fighting climate change, protecting public services and
promoting full employment.

Also in the Constituency, Richard has....

eJoined Harlow Labour MP Bill Rammell and Council
Leader Tony Durcan to host the annual gathering of 26
New Towns from across Europe (see picture) along with
representatives from Basildon and Stevenage .

«Given the address at the regional awards ceremony for
Business in the Community held at King’s College,
Cambridge .

eJoined the “Question Time” panel for Refugee Week in
Ipswich .

sAttended the Norfolk County Council annual Chair’s
reception in Norwich .

eCongratulated the first job placement for ex-offenders
undergoing construction training at the EU-funded
“Youthbuild” project in Chelmsford

eBacked a Bedford constituent’s campaign to end
discrimination at airports against Sikhs wearing the
traditional turban and kirpan.

eHighlighted pioneering EU-funded research to
improve skin graft technology at the Cambridge -based
Cancer Research Campaign (see above).

eHelped local disability groups, launching an appeal for
“Directions Plus” in Cambridge , backing an exchange
scheme for people with learning difficulties between
Brentwood and Bulgaria, and helping Suffolk's “Realise’
horticultural project build links with five European partners.

e¢\Welcomed new constituency assistant Jack Grove, as
Brian Dawson moves to Richard’s office in Brussels.
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