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Richard

Howitt

Your Labour Euro MP for the East of England

and to other interested party members

DEFYING THE ODDS

Labour defied the odds across the East of
England to return Richard Howitt MEP to the
European Parliament in June’s elections which
saw the party lose MEP seats in six of eleven
regions across Britain. Richard thanked the active
and committed team of European candidates -
Sherma Batson, Katie Curtis, Nigel Gardner, Beth
Kelly, Chris Ostrowski and James Valentine - who
helped clinch the victory.

European candidates Chris Ostrowski (now NorwichthNoy-
election candidate) and Sherma Batson with Ricliéoditt
MEP door-knocking irfstevenage

“The Conservatives recorded only a marginal
increase in support and failed to gain any seats,
denying them the breakthrough they wanted in
advance of the General Election,” Richard said.

“This was an election campaign dominated by
national politics, yet it was about electing Members
of the European Parliament.”

“There is a serious job to be done and | am ready
to get on with the job.”

HELP NOW AT THE NORWICH

NORTH BY-ELECTION
Richard hopes to see as many local
members as possible helping out in the
Parliamentary by-election in Norwich North
called for 23rd July. To find out how you
can help ring the campaign hotline on
01603 622107 or login to
www.norwichlabour.com

The Tories lost three seats nationally, whilst the Liberal
Democrats and UKIP in our region saw no change to
their share of vote or to their number of MEP seats.

Richard highlighted the achievement of Luton
Labour Parties who “won” their area for Labour,
despite having no local elections on the day and of
local election results which ‘bucked the trend’ in
Bedford and Watford .

Richard sends commiserations to the many
councillors and candidates who lost out. Richard
roundly condemned the electon of a BNP
councillor in Hertfordshire alongside the two MEP
seats they won in Yorkshire and the North West.

In a report to Labour's Regional Board following
the elections, Richard said that the day-by-day
concentration on Westminster MPS’ expenses
during the campaign damaged local efforts.

He praised the exhaustive programme of voter i.d.
sessions and the 100 per cent coverage of Labour
candidates in the local elections. However the
report recommends better recognition of European
candidates and a more open and transparent
targeting strategy for future European elections.

Speaking up for Labour at a joint hustings orgathiggthe World
Development Movement and Amnesty Internationalin€dmbridge

FREE ‘PHONE-IN FOR ANY
LABOUR LOCAL CANDIDATE IN
JUNE'S ELECTIONS.

Discuss with Richard Howitt MEP the
political implications of the election

campaign and results.

Tuesday 14th July 6.30pm - 7pm.
For details of how register in advance,
please email chris@richardhowittmep.com




26 DAYS... 116 VISITS ... 4,637 MILES ... RICHARD'S CAMPAIGN PHOTO DIARY

Richard Howitt MEP’s campaign saw him and his fellow European candidates criss-crossing the region joining local activists knocking doors in 56 ‘action areas’ and taking part in other campaign visits and events.

Doorstepping with the Contact Creators Hope Not Hate
Foreign Secretary 5,000 new contacts were Resisting the BNP threat
With David Miliband MP in made in voter i.d. sessions. in Great Yarmouth.
Peterborough .
Carnival Time Campaign ‘on fire’ No Business like Raining Champions
At Luton Carnival with Kelvin Visiting the site of the Show Business Leafleing in the rain in
Hopkins MP. Buncefield Oil fire with Hemel Debating with the opposition Thurrock .
Hempstead PPC Ayfer Orhan. on the BBC1 Politics Show.
Telling the Truth On Yer Bike Pier-ing out to sea
about migration ... Highlighting  environmentally Meeting day-trippers  with
Rehearsing a new play about friendly  business in Clacton PPC Ivan
Polish migrants’ experiences Colchester . Henderson....
in St Albans .
Joint campaigning ..with the sound of music _ _ ..and campaigning with
Protesting against the Attending a Polish children’s No R'Q_hts from the Right Labour councillors for the
wholesale sell-off of county musical performance in Speaking to Amnesty refurbishment of
services with Essex Labour Bedford . International members in Southend Pier.
councillors. Chelmsford .
On the Rocks A Campaiign with Balls Bootiful
Discussing flood defences Up the garden path with Ed In the works canteen at
with Felixstowe residents. Balls MP in Stevenage . Bernard Matthews in Great
Witchingham .
Not a wasted moment Quay to success Give Us Credit
Promoting recycling  with Where are they now? Unveiling new quayside Supporting  low  income
Norwich MP Charles Clarke. Canvassing in Blair Parade. facilities at the Port of Tilbury . families with Witham PPC
John Spademan.
Reaching out to EU voters More Tory Cuts Rose Tinted
Interviewed by a Thetford -based Saving Hitchim’s listed Town Hall Spectacle
Eeo\/\;st uag lejre Se commun Ity V\/lth Labour's Judi and David De”vering the Labour
Paper. Billing. ‘Rose’ in Sudbury .
Better latte than never We’'ll meat again Having the last laugh Salad Days
Joining Douglas Alexander MP Taking a butchers with Waltham Joking with passers-by during Picking lettuces with
for a well earned coffee break Cross Clir Malcolm Aitkin. a walkabout in Hertford. Bulgarian migrant workers at

after campaigning in Basildon . G.H. Shropshire in the Fens.



Campaign ‘High’

Street Stall at Harlow 's ‘The

High’ Shopping Centre.

Island Hopping
Shopping
Leafleting Canvey
Island ’s shopping centre.

Ray of Light
Canvassing with Labour
General Secretary Ray
Collins in South Oxhey .

Beating the

Recession
Announcing new jobs at
Genzyme in Haverhill .

Number Ten - I’Ilbhuff and I’Ilbf)uffd..
, ... but you can’t blow down
: Gordqns Den . this Watford house made
Slipping in a poliical from 100% recycled
message - calling the materials
bingo in Dunstable . '
Just the ticket Hilary-ous speech
Visiting the With Hilary Benn MP at a
environmentally-friendly Luton fundraising dinner.
guided bus with
Huntingdon PPC Anthea
Cox.
Scaling the heights
Climbing 200 feet to hamness wave
power with Lowestoft MP Bob Blizzard.
Tories go up in smoke Mister Chips

Helping Kieran Thorpe win in Hatfield
with an anti-incinerator campaign.

Generating energy from anaerobic
digestion at McCain’s ‘oven chip’ factory
with N.E Cambs PPC Peter Roberts.

Polling day from

early morning...
Meeting voters at the school
gate in Cambridge .

Shabby on the Abbey
Campaigning with S.W. Norfolk
Labour candidates against a Tory
threat to the listed Abbey Barns.

...to late at night
Knocking up just before close of
poll in Bedfords Kempston
North ward won by Labour.

Contact Richard by phone: 01223 240202, by fax 01223 241900
Address: Labour European Office, Unit 3, Frohock House, 222 Mill Road, Cambridge, CB1 3NF

Email: richard@richardhowittmep.com Website: www.richardhowittmep.com



