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‘OLYMPIC’ VICTORY ON EU 
ANTI-DISCRIMINATION LAW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An eight-year campaign to outlaw discrimination in 
goods and services at the European level, saw the 
successful publication of a draft proposal at the start of 
July, which Richard hopes can be agreed before the 
next European elections. Richard spoke in May’s 
parliamentary debate putting final pressure that age, 
disability, religious and LGBT discrimination should all 
be covered. As chair of the MEP Disability Rights 
Group, Richard convened a public hearing on the 
disability aspects of the proposal, and held meetings to 
gain support with British Equalities Minister and 
Stevenage MP Barbara Follett and also with the 
German Justice Minister in Berlin.   
 

Richard described the announcement as an ‘Olympic’ 
victory and had double cause for celebration by visiting 
successful bidders to host visiting teams for the 2012 
Paralympic Games at the Hertfordshire Sports Village, 
and at Chelmsford and Bedford Athletics Stadia, (see 
photo above where Richard is pictured with Southend 
Paralympic swimming hopeful Jo-Jo Cranfield).  Political 
consideration of the new EU law will take place in 
parallel with the Government’s own newly announced 
Equalities Bill. 

IRISH VOTE ’NO’ – BUT UK SAYS ‘YES’ 
 

“The great danger is if Europe were to return to yet more 
institutional debate, which is the very thing eurosceptics 
have used to inflame opinion against the E.U.,” Richard 
said in interviews in the wake of the “no” vote in Ireland 
on the EU’s Reform Treaty. 
 

Richard backed the British Government in continuing with 
ratification here, which won final parliamentary approval 
after 24 full days of debate later last month.   The 
European Parliament endorsed an approach which will 
see every E.U. country taking its own view, then inviting 
the Irish Government itself to propose a way forward. 
 

“We should all get some satisfaction that the multi-
millionaire eurosceptic who launched a High Court action 
to try to force a referendum in Britain on the false premise 
that the Lisbon Treaty is the same as the abandoned 
E.U. constitution completely failed,” Richard added.  “The 
Judge ruled that his argument was entirely without merit.” 
 

MEPs’ EXPENSES –“THEY’RE NOT ALL THE SAME” 
 

A series of media exposés against Tory and UKIP Euro 
MPs’ alleged misuse of expenses led to the resignation of 
the Conservative Leader in the European Parliament and 
has seen the arrest of a UKIP–elected MEP for the East 
of England. 1 
 

Richard is concerned that voters will think “they’re all the 
same” and stressed that – like his fellow Labour Euro 
MPs – he submits his own spending to a full independent 
audit to show all parliamentary rules as well as Labour’s 
own stricter guidelines are fully met.  The audit certificate, 
Richard’s declaration of interest and the Labour 
guidelines are all published on Richard’s website. 
 

The UKIP–elected Euro MP taken to Luton police station 
was reported as telling the News of the World 2 “I don’t 
know what an MEP’s job is ..... I’ve no idea what an MEP 
should or shouldn’t do.”   Yet he was reported as adding 
“Yes, I am milking the system.” Richard’s message is to 
tell voters that a Labour vote at next year’s European 
Elections will see Euro MPs elected who understand the 
job and whose interest is to get the job done. 
 1 http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/england/7467318.stm 
2 http://www.newsoftheworld.co.uk/1105_brussels_exposed.shtml 

CANDIDATES’ CAMPAIGN COMMITMENT 
 

Candidates from the Labour East team for the 
European Elections and Party Regional Director 
Alan Olive discussed plans for campaigning in the 
run-up to next year’s poll, at a specially convened 
event in Brussels.   
 

The team discussed a paper drawn up by Labour 
Euro MPs which recommends both contributing to 
the Party’s Marginal Seat strategy for the General 
Election but also recognising the importance of 
mobilising the core vote across the whole region. All 
European candidates are asked to take part in 
Labour’s National Campaign Days – please send 
Richard details of campaigning in your local CLP. 
From left to right East of England Euro candidates James Valentine, 
Chris Ostrowski, Beth Kelly, Richard Howitt MEP and Sherma 
Batson outside the European Parliament in Brussels. 



Contact Richard by phone: 01223 240202, by fax 01223 241900 
Address: Labour European Office, Unit 3, Frohock House, 222 Mill Road, Cambridge, CB1 3NF 

Email: richard@richardhowittmep.com Website: www.richardhowittmep.com 

ALSO IN THE CONSTITUENCY RICHARD.... 
 

• highlighted the issue of abandoned pets at a visit 
to Chelmsford’s RSPCA clinic. 

• took part in a debate on coastal protection in 
Happisburgh in North Norfolk. 

• joined PPC Peter Roberts to see how European 
money is being used to regenerate the Nene 
Waterfront at Wisbech, (see picture below). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• marked Carers Week at South Ockenden 

Community Forum in Thurrock. 
• spoke about manufacturing in Europe at a Unite 

Amicus Auto Branch meeting in Luton. 
• donned sunglasses for the Guide Dogs for the 

Blind's Shades Day at schools in Colchester and 
St Neots. 

• gave the keynote speech at the Eastern Region 
Waste Management Conference in Cambridge. 

• became Patron of ‘The Crescent’, an HIV Drop-In 
Centre in St Albans, (see picture below). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• welcomed Cambridge MPhil students and 

Labour Party visitors to Parliament. 
• helped launch the region’s English Language 

Strategy at Peterborough, aimed at migrant 
workers. 

• Inaugurated the region’s Enterprise Europe 
Centre helping small business, based in St 
Albans. 

LABOUR GAIN - TORY WOES  
 

Richard joined Labour canvassers to help successfully 
win back a Tory seat at a council by-election, after 
Conservative-controlled Welwyn and Hatfield Council 
was accused of deliberately covering up plans to shelve 
redevelopment of Hatfield’s town centre in advance of 
May’s local elections.  Richard spoke at a regional 
Policy Forum in St Albans, and to West Suffolk and 
South West Norfolk CLPs.  He was guest of honour at 
North East Cambridgeshire CLP Garden Party and at 
the Norwich North CLP Quiz-Night.  He welcomed 
Labour Minister Pat McFadden to the region’s Sub-
National Review conference in Cambridge. 
 

CORPORATE RESPONSIBILITY AWARDS 
 

As European Parliament Rapporteur on Corporate 
Responsibility, Richard has received two high profile 
international appointments to the Government Advisory 
Panel of the Global Reporting Initiative in Amsterdam, 
and as an official ‘Friend’ of the OECD Guidelines on 
Multinational Enterprise in Paris. Richard was also 
invited to speak at a Shanghai conference of EU 
companies investing in China, to the European 
Sustainable Development Network also in Paris, to the 
conference of Europe’s public utilities meeting in Rome, 
hosted conferences in Brussels on Child Labour and for 
EU campaigning NGOs on the issue, also hosting visits 
by the Norwegian Minister responsible and by the UN 
Special Representative on Business and Human 
Rights, in the run-up to agreement of his final report. 
 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND HUMAN RIGHTS 
 

As Foreign Affairs Spokesperson, Richard reaffirmed 
Labour’s support for continued EU enlargement in a 
parliamentary debate on Turkey, and in a joint meeting 
with national MPs from former Yugoslavia. He put a 
parliamentary question on easing the embargo against 
Cuba. Richard was interviewed to give support for 
women’s quotas in Albania, met with the Slovenian 
Foreign Minister to discuss their EU Presidency and with 
the UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion.  
 

VICTORY FOR TEMPORARY AGENCY WORKERS 
 

Richard welcomed victory for the campaign by Labour 
Euro MPs and MPs to honour the Party’s pledge to 
support a new EU law on employment rights for 
temporary agency workers, following agreement 
between the Government, TUC and CBI. This  should 
see the final law approved before Christmas. 
 

Also in the European Parliament, Labour Euro 
MPs voted to.... 
 

• Introduce intelligent car technology to improve safety and 
environmental performance. 
• Remove conflicts of interest by separating companies 
who both produce and distribute electricity. 
• Back mandatory recycling of 50% of household waste by 
2020. 
• Launch an Inquiry into property scandals in Spain. 
• Support the campaign to ban “azo-dye” food colourings 
linked to hyperactivity in children. 
• Protect major sporting events for free-to-air television. 
• Set up a register for full disclosure of all EU lobbyists. 
• Call for an EU-wide ban to end speculation fuelling the 
rise in food prices. 
• Ensure women are appointed to top EU positions. 
• Condemn violent attacks on Roma in Italy. 
• Agree rules on e-privacy ensuring reporting of hacker 
attacks, security breaches and access by governments. 


