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EVERYTHING TO FIGHT FOR 
New Yearôs greetings have special meaning this 
year in the run up to a General Election that must 
be held by June. ñIn this yearôs election there will 
be a big choice about the change we want for 
Britain,ò says Richard. ñI ask every Labour 
activist to do everything possible to get the best 
result for Labour.ò 
 

ñWe know we face a tough battle - in the shadow 
of the global economic crisis and MPsô expenses. 
It will only be our commitment and hard work that 
will drive us to victory.ò 
 

Please make sure details of your local 
campaigning are being e-mailed regularly to 
Richardôs constituency office. 

DAVID CAMERON DOESNôT  
WANT YOU TO KNOW THIS  

 

One of our Tory Eastern MEPs has rebelled 
against David Cameron by refusing to sign up 
to the new right-wing political party the Tories 
have set up in the European Parliament. ñI 
refused to sign,ò Robert Sturdy told óThe 
Parliamentô magazine

[1]
, denying a share of 

E.U. funding to the new party. 
 

The British Conservatives lost a number of key 
parliamentary positions when they spilt off from 
the mainstream centre-right grouping in the 
European Parliament.  So where do they 
choose to exercise their remaining influence?  
Their battle to overturn Labourôs fox-hunting 
ban will be led by one of our own Eastern Tory 
MEPs in the lofty position as Vice President of 
Parliamentôs Hunting Group!  Meanwhile, 
Cameronôs desperate attempts to pursue the 
green vote seem dented by the fact that 22 of 
the 48 MEPs in the Toriesô group either voted 
against or abstained from the European 
Parliamentôs support for the Copenhagen 
summit.  And how far to the right theyôve 
lurched was exposed when the Lord Mayor of 
London attacked Conservative policy on 
Europe in his speech to the Lord Mayorôs 
Banquet.

[2]
 

 

The Toriesô secret withdrawal agenda was 
further exposed by confirmation that they held 
a secret meeting with UKIPôs new leader when 
he offered to stand down UKIP candidates at 
the General Election if the Tories maintained a 
referendum pledge on the Lisbon Treaty.

[3]
 

[1] http://www.theparliament.com/no_cache/latestnews/news-article/newsarticle/eurosceptic-  
meps-set-up-new-pan-european-party/ 

[2] http://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/865803C7-492B- 
     4878-81D4-79942299B96E/0/MC_SP_LordMayorsBanquet16Nov09.pdf 
[3] http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/politics/article6935779.ece 

THE CAMPAIGN TO COMBAT 
CLIMATE CHANGE GOES ON  

Disappointment at the failure of the Copenhagen 
summit to reach a final deal to combat global 
warming, came despite strong European efforts to 
secure agreement.  Richard met the leader of the 
Parliamentôs delegation to the conference Jo 
Leinen (see photo below) to press Gordon Brownôs 
announcement that Britain would offer the highest 
aid from any E.U. country for developing countries 
to adapt to low carbon growth. 
 

In November, Richard backed the European 
Parliament vote to require all advertisements for 
energy related products to include information on 
their environmental efficiency. 

Richard worked locally to build support for the 
summit, speaking at a conference of Hertfordshire  
churches held in Harpenden  and helping train an 
international group of young campaigners setting off 
for Copenhagen from the Buntingford -based 
charity Peace Child International, (see photo below).  



Contact Richard by phone: 01223 240202, by fax 01223 241900 
Address: Labour European Office, Unit 3, Frohock House, 222 Mill Road, Cambridge, CB1 3NF 

Email: richard@richardhowittmep.com Website: www.richardhowittmep.com 

ALSO IN THE CONSTITUENCY RICHARD...  
 

¶ Joined a Loughton school in a live internet link up with its 
South African twin in advance of the football World Cup. 
¶ Launched a funding appeal for a South Oxhey 
community allotment. 
¶ Attended South Basildon and East Thurrock , 
Harlow , South West Norfolk , North Norfolk and 
Castle Point CLP fundraisers. 
¶ Spoke to the Essex  County Party meeting in Epping . 
¶ Took part in Remembrance Day in Cambridge . 
¶ Presented Diplomas at a European-funded language 
course in Hemel Hempstead . 
¶ Visited Snetterton , Woodbridge and Potters Bar 
abandoned dog centres to remind people of the 
responsibility when giving pets at Christmas. (see below). 

 
 

ALSO IN THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT, 
LABOUR MEPs.....  
 

¶ Voted on measures to reinforce co-operation 
between customs to tackle illegal trafficking. 
¶ Condemned a draft Ugandan law threatening gays 
with the death penalty. 
¶ Voted to protect passengers stranded by bankrupt airlines. 
¶ Backed a directive to stop illegal exploitation of 
migrant workers with possible fines and criminal 
measures for unscrupulous employers. 
¶ Called for stronger EU action to prevent finance for 
terrorist groups whilst guaranteeing a right to defence 
for suspects. 
¶ Quizzed Commission President Barroso during the 
first óQuestion Hourô modelled on the UKôs Prime 
Ministerôs Question Time. 
¶ Welcomed the award of the Sakharov human rights 
prize to Russian civil rights organization Memorial. 

YOUR CHANCE TO COMPLAIN 
AGAINST THE TAXPAYERSô ALLIANCE 

 

Yet again the Taxpayersô Alliance misrepresents the 
cost of the European Union claiming in  cinema 
adverts a total cost of £2,000 per British citizen when 
our net contribution is just £15 per year per person.  
This time the website óLeft Foot Forwardô is fighting 
back and Richard invites you to join them in 
complaining to the Advertising Standards Authority 
using the model complaint which can be accessed at 
http://www.leftfootforward.org/2009/11/taxpayers-
alliance-to-screen-myth-laden-eu-video-attack/ 

BEATING THE RECESSION 
 

An army of 400 debt advisors from across the region 
will receive training  to help people struggling in  the 
wake of the recession, in a £400,000 European-funded 
project launched by Richard in Cambridge .  Richard 
also took part in last minute lobbying as a member of 
Parliamentôs Employment Committee to secure new 
European ómicrofinanceô to help small businesses, 
visiting a furniture maker in Matching Tye, Essex  to 
demonstrate how quick access to loans helped save 
the company.  Richard joined fellow Socialist MEPs 
voting for full openness and limiting bonuses in the 
regulation of hedge funds. 

OUR WOMAN IS THE BEST MAN FOR THE JOB!  
 

Richard welcomed the nomination of  Labourôs Cathy 
Ashton as new High Representative responsible for all 
the EUôs external relations, as European leaders met to 
mark final ratification of the Lisbon Treaty.  Describing 
St. Albans -based Cathyôs appointment as ñgood for 
women, good for Labour and good for Britain,ò Richard 
was a lead questioner for the Socialist and Democrat 
group as she made her first appearance before the 
European Parliamentôs Foreign Affairs Committee.  
Richard described attempts to smear Cathy with wholly 
false allegations that she had benefitted from Soviet 
Union funding as former Treasurer of CND, as an 
attempt by the Tories and UKIP to reintroduce the 
Zinoviev letter eighty years later! 

¶ Sounded the starting horn in a charity race 
around Cambridge for Children in Need. 
¶ Visited Land Registry offices in Stevenage and 
Peterborough to campaign against closure. 
¶ Attended Labourôs regional conference in 
Stevenage . 
¶ Appeared before the Norfolk County Council 
Scrutiny Committee in Norwich . 
¶ Donned red ribbons to mark World Aids Day at 
West Suffolk College in Bury St Edmunds , 
also visiting a St. Albans HIV charity. 
¶ Opened an environmental óuniversityô to teach  
outdoor skills to disadvantaged communities, in 
Peterborough . 
¶ Launched a £300,000 Braintree project  
teaching skills to people with severe depression 
and schizophrenia. 
¶ Road-tested a prototype electric car at Millbrook, 
Bedfordshire  to work towards meeting 
environmental targets, (see photo below). 


